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TRANSLATOR, 


Hor where, nor 1 whom they's were . ; 
liſhed ;. yet there are mauy reaſons ©, be-. 


lieve = contain matters of fact. The 
plain and unſtudied ſtyle in which they are 


written, every Where expreſliy ive of the au- | 
thor” s emotions, as they aroſe at the time, 


may be conſidered as affording an internal 
evidence of their authenticity. But a ſtronger 
proof may be drawn from the account given 


of the Combined and Eogliſh, fleets, many of 
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: the operations of which are of, ; public no- 


toriety; * and with regard to the private 
tranſactions of the author, ſome of them 
have been confirmed by gentlemen 0 of pro- 


bity, who perſonally knew the truth of. what 
our author relates on theſe heads. We haye, 
warens, damned 3 it a days to offer a tranſla - 
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tion to the 3 for, by bringing to 
light a part of the ſecret correſpondence, 
which was kept up between this country 
and France during the laſt war, and which 


narrowly miſſed of producing | the moſt ſeri- 
ous conſequences, it was thought it would 


prove intereſting t to every Engliſhman; and 
by expoſing, as it does, the. negligencs of 
ſdme in office, and the corruption of others, 
during that period, might render govern- 
ment more watchful on f milar wa 
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| nn divillon into! chapters, which”; is 
2 855 in the original, has been diſregard- 
ed in the "tranſlation ; becauſe it ſee med 
quite unneceffary.. in a narrative not very 
long, aud no where interrupted ; ſome mi- 
| nute and tedious. details Which are by no 


| acans efſential to the narration, nor intereſt- 


Fat 1 ing to an Engliſhman, have likewiſe been . | 


retrenched ; and, laſtly, care has been taken 
to leave out many names of men, ſhips, and 
other things, publiſhed by the French edi- 
tors, left they might point out particular 
perſons as abettors of this enterprifing Spy; | 
and —_— . them with a criminality, 
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which, 8 the general proba- 


bility of the author's ſtory, ought not to 
be done II ſuch evidence, e 
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"Bas expreſſions, which 1 1 | 
the reader's particular notice, have been put ; 
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in italics. | 
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'R _ motive for 3 bing theſe memoirs, 
of which a great many written copies have 


FEEL gone abroad, is to make the world acquainted . 
Leith that extraordinary man who 7s the author 


of them. 'We have, therefore, thought proper -* © 


' to ſuppreſs the names of many perſons therein 


concerntd, as they might, otherwiſe, have com- 


; plained of being” their fecrets droulged. 


We have made no ms in the ye of 5055 


memoirs. We lay them before the public, juft 


as they were preſented to the king. Tt was in 
conſequence of reading them, that Marſhal de 
C aftries, at that time * of the marine de- 


Pariment, intereſted himſelf to get Count de 


Parades releaſed, and to have the remanier of 

his accounts fettled. | | 
N 3 AU59 

Count de N died at St. Domingo in the 
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| Nera having given me a | ſpitit'o of Js 
enterpriſe, attended with great ſenſi - 
7 bility, I ſoon. endeavoured to diſſipate the 
obſcurity, that hid, even from myſelf, the 
authors of my being. I was eager to ac- 
quire a name, when I learnt. from a reſpect- 
able friend that I had one; and I was anxi- 
_ ous to prove by my conduct, that I was 
worthy of it. Therefore, as: ſoon as I be- 
gan to reflect, honour and fortune were tlie 
only objects of my attention; and I con- | „ 
ceived the beſt way of acquiring them, was 
to undertake things evidently hazardous, f 
but which, in caſe of ſucceſs, would gain 
me the rewards I ſought. The manner in 
Which 1 commenced i my career had ſufficient | 
eclat to create envy, and of courſe enemies. 25 
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. de Parade s was a ds of the fa- 
mily of Parade's in Spain; others that he was an illegitimate child of 
| _ a Countde Parad?s, a Spaniſh grandee, who died in the French | | 
ſervice; but moſt people are of opinion, that he was only the ſon 
| 85 af a e os oa, | 2 
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Iz have been confined under a Lalpicion of : 
| having betrayed the intereſts of the ſtate, 
when, in truth; I had formed the beſt plans 
for its advantage. My innocence has been 
proved, and I have been ſet at liberty; but 
as the proceedings againſt me were of ſuch 
a natufe as not to be publicly known, I now 
peurpoſe to lay before government, the man- 
ner in which I executed the commiſſion 
that 1 was charged with'by the then miniſ- ' 
ter; the many opportunities which occur. 
red to me of making my own fortune (all 
_ which was allowed to take advantage of) 
n the courſe of the whole tranſaction; and, 
laſtly, the ſums of money I received from 
the miniſter, aud what I paid on the king's 
account, upon the buſineſs with which I 
was truſted; and from this ſtatement will 
be ſeen; the ae 8 neee, 5 
his majeſty. , | ADD 
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It will be TR "that 9 memoirs 
are not the work of a lettered man, nor the 
fruits of much ſtudy or reflection. I have 
-repreſented with ſimplicity facts relating to 


myſelf; being 0 that truth ſhould 
| menda ion oe; nn 85275 
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peace, and added new 0 to 

1 that 1 war which you 
have 10 tus) terminated; I was 
employed to promote the ſucceſs of 
your arms, and I was found worthy 
of the favours of your Majeſty; but 
calumny has made me pay very 
| dearly. for them. My enemies have 
prevailed upon you, by miſrepre- 
ſentations, to deprive me of my liber- 
ty; and have ſubjected to the ſuſpi- 


cion of treachery towards you, * 


a This letter was written in 118g 


one 


one, who, after having exhauſted in 
your ſervice the greateſt part of his 
fortune, would willingly have ſhed 
153 hs” laſt 2 of his blood in the 


. Theſe memoirs will furniſh your 
_ Majeſty with an account of my 
tranſactions and of my diſgrace; and 
=_ there reſides i in your Majeſty's breaſt 
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FT ER a tefidence of four years in foreign 

countries, I came to Paris in the beginning of 
1778. France was then making thoſe preparations, . 
which ee 1 e war wo 8 
. | 
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„ hath a dads e to enter into the 

ſervice of government ; but it was rather too late 

for me to engage in that line of life, in the uſual 

Way, as I was 25 years old. 1 thought that the pre- 8 

ſent time might be a favourable opportunity for a more 

| rapid promotion, and I was fenſible that all my for- 
ran would: 3 L r ws to manner of firſt «ron 
. f 
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go, 1 fixed upon the plan of viſiting . in 
order to acquire a complete knowledge of that king 
dom, of its ſea and land forces, of its fortified towns 
and ports, and thereby to lay the * my 
Fe advancement. 


Accordingly 1 pür this plan into execution. IF 
tepaired o England in the beginning of February; | 
I viſited the principal towns of that kingdom; in- 

| quired into, and made memorandums of every thin 
of importance. Furniſhed with theſe obſervations, 
I ned to France about the make of March. 


RE ee ay avon, his 
1 gave; to M. de Sartine, and explained to him, at 
che ſame time, my motives for having undertaken | 
this expedition. The miniſter approved of my 
zeal, promiſed me he would give an account of it to 
the king, and required a.few days to look over. my 
papers. When I had the honour to ſee him again, 
he told me he was pleaſed with them, but that he 
Fiſhed to have a more minute deſcription of 
what they contained. In; conſequence. of this, 
he charged me to go again into England, to ob- 
Terve more accurately every port and fortified place, 
do take exact plans, and draw up deſcriptions ; to 
ſubjoin ſeparate ſtatements of the. Engliſh navy, of. 
the numher of men of yar Ul * che number 
of 
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4 x . 
of thoſe in commiſſion, and of thoſe upon the 8 
| of che dock-yards if poſſible, and in general of 
ee eee . 


oy + left Verbale 25 came F to Eng- 
land, I went over all the places I had ſeen before, took 
an exact liſt of all the men of war, frigates, and 
other veſſels; 1 viſited the dock- yards with the moſt 
ſcrupulous attention, and brought back to the mi- 
niſter a ſatisfactory account of every thing concern+ 
e 1 


M. de FRG expreſſed his ſatisfaRion = 
ſucceſs of my journey, and promiſed to lay my ac- 

count of it before the king. I waited upon him 

three days afterwards, when he aſked me if I thought 
it poſſible to get faithful agents in the different 

of England, to give a daily account of what 


ua going on. I rold him I thought it might be 


done. He aſked: me, in the next place, if there 
was a poſſibility of procuring, on an emergency, an 
Engliſh veſſel for his Majeſty's ſervice, to watch the 
motions of the - Engliſh fleets, and to convey 
immediate intelligence to Breſt, or any other place. 
L replied that I thought even this was poſſible, pro- 
vided : a ſufficient ſum of _—_ was * . 
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: "Inc conſequence of this, he ordered me to return 
0 England, to make the proper arrangements 
there, to ſecure a correſpondence in caſe of war, 
and to know what would be the amount of the ex- 
pences on the firſt ſetting out, and alſo how much 
would be afterwards required, in order to keep up 
che ſame eſtabliſhment. He moreover ordered the 
ſum of 25,00 liyres to be paid. me immediately, 
as a reimburſement of the expences which I had 1 in- 
curred 1 in ms. courſe of the | two Wander Fee i 


On my return to > England, 1 imparted to a 
friend there, ſome of the motiyes which brought 
me back, and requeſted his aſſiſtance. He refuſed 
it, from fear of the bad conſequences that might 
freſult from it, to him and his buſineſs; but he di- 
rected me to a perſon who would anſwer my pur- 
poſes. With regard to himſelf, he made me pro- 
miſe never to ſay any thing more about it, nor to 
mention his 5 in ag oy een, „ 
e re ; F \ | 5 
_ 1 went We: e he had 1 out — U 

ne; and at the third viſit, under pretence of dif- 
ferent matters of bulineſs, 1 brought him at laſt to 
the ſubject I wiſhed; after which we explained our- 
ſelves more fully, ee to an 8 0 
ment. * e 287! * þ n 
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2 He engaged to procure” int" tint T aſked, 
if I would pay him immediately 4 certain 
ſum of money, and give him, beſides, a hundred 
pounds ſterling every month. This being ſertled, 
he recommended me to two Portugueſe Jews, 
who were let into the ſecret; and with whom I left 
London, to take a third tour, more important, and 
r 7g AE 110 
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Dy inks" wilds afro Sid GM eee | 
men hal 1 formed an acquaintance in every ſea 
port, with ſome officer in the marine department, 
in order to render my correſpondence more gene- 
ral. They all engaged to ſend me once or 
twice a week, an exact journal of what paſſed in 
the port in which they were employed, as well as 
of the orders they . r ee eee 
own terms ETON. AS his n led pwn 
| eso eich no FI" 2d 0 

1d is + proper has! L Bull e en U : 
pened tu nie at Plymouth on this thitd tour. We 


got chere at midriight;/and "though had had no 


reſt for many days, I did not go to bed, that, at 
the break. of day, I might be able to reconnoitre the 
fort, which I had not eee WW e in u 

ene rr 1:59 1 2 ; 
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key, end got to the fort à quarter of an bour after 
dhe gates were open. I paſſed the two firlk ſentineis 
Without interruption ; when I got upon the parade, 
J dne upon the left, to mount the Nope which 
Joads to the ramparts. F firſt of all, went over 
every part of the fortifications which command: the 
Country; I then fat down upon the ſaliant angle of | 
the baſtion, on the right ſide of the harbour, where 
+ drew the ſketches I wanted. An hour aſterwards 
I vas going to the left baſtion; and as 1 paſſed 
along the curtain (it is neceſſary to notice, that 
chere was not a'fingle ſeminel all round the ram- 
parts) 1 was obſerved by the fentinel before che 
guard-houſe, who, furpriſed at ſeeing two ſtrangers 
Walking upon the rampart fo early in the morning; 
| went and called out the guard. The ſerjeant cane 
1 directly ta me with two fuzaleers. I found it ne- 
ceſſary to be bold on this occaſion, accord- 
' ingly I went down to ' meet! him as if my walk 
was over. We met at the bottom of the ſlope. 
He aſked me, Mat bind I had in the fort; 
and faid I ought to know that nobody was allowed 
to come there. I anſwered; that being a ſtranger, 
1 did not know that; but that the perſon who 
brought me, ſhould have told me of it, ſince, liv- 
ing in the town, he ought to have been acquainted 
witch the — Seize this raſcal, ſaid the ſer- 
| | 7. 
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jeant, nne ene The fol-" 
diers ſeized my guide by the collar, and carried Him 
off. I immediately took ten guineas from my 
pocket, and offered them to the ſerjeant ; and ſaid, 
Lu Is poor fellow go, F be has done wrong, is wits! 
certainly without knowing it. He accepted the mo- 
ney; and ſuid to the ſoldiers, Turn him out, and bm 
let him come in any more; then addreſſing himſelf to 
me in a milder tone of voice, Perhaps, Sir, yon 
wiſh 1 ſes the furt, faid he, I am ready tu attend you ; 
Twill juſt go and leave my firelock in the guard. bog, 


and come back in a moment. As I did not place'much = 


confidence in hat he ſaid, I put my papers into 
the mouth of one of the cannons, which Lpretended ta 
be examining (there were twelve pieces of ordnance 
mounted on the parade). However I need not have 
fuſpefted him, for he came back, and went with me fe< 
veral times round che fort, and took me down to 
che batteries which defend the entrance of the _ 
bout, ee Wee fineſt I . 


2 Fi 


1 bee ae Rr ack; * dne 
for che ſpace of fourteen yards, were only raiſed 
three, four; and five feet high above the rocks upon 
which they ſtand; that theſe rocks, which are very 
rugged and broken, ſlope towards the ſea in a de- 
| clivity* of about one foot in every yard; ſo chat it 

s 1 hore fulſiciently favourable to land men 5 
"Ms | upon, 


. 
upon, vo ede enen and ke bekam of he 
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ps THY Ar * I 0 2 Tay 2 : N. 
N pom 229017 #; a , LE . Fer! "2 1 
I ohe obſerved, beſides, als not gate of. hs 


Fe eee to the batteries, and chrough 
Vhich fe men might walk a breaſt, was made of 
err e en it was Fr 
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ny NS +3 2 Mp bo 
1 1 en age of the le 
Facts ws poſtern-gate,. through” which there was 
a ſubterraneous paſſage to the fort (this paſſage, as 
1 afterwards found, is an eafy deſcent without ſteps). 
I took notice, alſo, that the tenaille of the curtain 
joined the vcuẽtenient of the body of the fort; that 
it was only twelve feet high and its platform was 
made uſe af for a garden, to Which chere wWas a 
een under the an, ſecured only by 
the revilengnt, was only ewelve feet, which circum- 
ſtance made the paſſage by theſe ſteps a more con- 
venient communication, whether that ſhould ' be 
thought better than entering by the gates, or whe- 
cher it ſhould be eee nake et en 
e n ne, Sade nc ; bonds ads dec 


4 


N RE, Ne 
J 5 — PS tw. WITS 8 


+, 
* 11. 4 J 8 


% 


86.5 5 wn 4 5 
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1 water, upon a ſandy bottom, ne 
it would be very eaſy for men to get up to the 
batteries, by means of the rocks, which the waves; 
en eecger ue | 
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ſhewn out of the fort, which I had entered. at ſeven; 
in the morning, and did not quit till four in the 
afternoon. - The ſerjeant accompanied me to the 
inn, where I gave him two guineas more for his 
trouble. On taking leave of me, he proteſted he 
ſhould be at my-diſpoſal ever afterwards. I muſt re- 
mark; that I took my papers out of the cannon, as 
| foon as I perceived that I was in no ſort of danger 
(it en eee ee 


; e ee er pee ee 


bid Fwy two Jews very 5 K 5 
„ ſo long a ſtay. As ſoon as 
we had completed che important object, Which 
1 nenne went cpu per 


» 170 
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| htl he had , found: a captain of a ſhip, unem- 
ployed, diſſatisfied with government, and loaded with 
debts, who was prevailed upon to enter into my 


ſchemes, in conſequence of the emolument he would 
receive from being appointed commander of the 


ſhip, which the French Miniſter wanted to procure. 
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s 1 was not authoriſed to enter 1 u (hd 
bee eee * 
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« A privateering veſſel a = eee 3 
* eee e or more — 
A — ebene 
of the crew, and to compenſate me for the riſæ 1 
force for one year, and a ſecurity to be given; a confi- 

; dential perſon to be put en board my ſhip, whoſe 
directions I ſhall be bound to follow in all my pro- 
| +, cecedings; I' ſhall conform entirely to the orders ax 
the French miniſtry; I ſhall expect to be paid the 
ſame, whether I happen to be in any of the ports of 

England, or out at ſea ; if war ſnould be declared 

between France and England, the terms of the agree- 

ment ſhall remain the fame; and whatever prizes 1 

take'from the French, fhall be divided amongſt the 
ſhip's crew; if, contrary to the promiſe given, I 

ſhould happen to be taken by'a French veſſel, and 
ſhould he kept a priſoner in France, they ſhall be 

bound to make me amends in the ſum of 6000 

| pounds ſterling, to be paid in London; but if I am 

_ releaſed wick my whole crew, they ſhall make good 

f . an. 
loſſes I may ſuſtain,” -- . A 
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related to the prizes. I told him that the French 


Miniſtry would never agree to that clauſe. He re- 
plied, that as he ſhould be always guided by theiror- 
ders, it would be a great chance, if he ſhould ever full 
in with any of their veſſels; but if that ſhould hap- 
pen, he thought he could not avoid taking them; for = 
otherwiſe, he ſhould be obliged to let his erew inte 
the ſecret, which would inevitably bring him inte 
very great danger; that, nevertheleſs, he would rh 
nage matters as well as he could. I did not think 
proper ta inſiſt upon this point any longer, and 
therefore I prepared to go back to Paris, aſter hav. 
ing taken an account as near as I could gueſs, of the | 
requiſite expences for every month; which, includ- 
ing the ſhip, the agents in the different porta, the pa- 
ment of a meffenger from every port to London (as | 
we were afraid to truſt to the con by the 
poſt) and from London to Calais, eee 
39,009 hvres COP > DT des 


4 


8. m pen e Verſailles 1 Aclivered into 8 
hands of M. de Sartine, an exact account of al | 
theſe particulars;, he made no  objeftion to the ex- 
pences, but poſitively refuſed to conſent? to the 
capturing of veſſels. He ordered me to veturn 19 
London immediately, to conclude the different” ne- 
gociations; and, at the ſame time, furniſhed me 
BENE? | > e 


— eee 0 e me els 3 4 edel, 
und I immediately returned to England, where I 
found my captain had met with a ſhip of 14 guns, 
Which Mas juſt come out of dock. I gave 3;500L 
_ edling for: it; they named it the . l af 
ane ſettled 2 nnd on the 


dare che a bor kimſelf, kis my 8 
5 Fee of 75 men or 70 at leaſt; 

y, victualling, and other ex- 
—— 


of eight hundred 3 
"We th, the reduced ſum of 2 — 5 | 


5 'To bg rho od Agent in London, who 
had the care of receiving the na, — 100 
To the Agent at ee — — 60 
3 ns AIG err 60 
Ditto at Chatham — — 40 
Salaries for four eren at  fificen A 
Sue a month each = — bo 
' Poſting expences from Plymouth and 5 
Portſmouth to London, per montn— $50 
Four en from London N Hh 
Calas 25 
Hiring of twop acket-boats, per aud — 12 
Rentinga houſe in London, . _ „„ 


ee _—_ Mg: & WG. — 100 
8 ny SHS Fon <3. _ * 11257 
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There were beſides two Meſſengers eſtabliſhed 

n Calais and N who were to have m 
208 a e bulides the NE of pat 


Things TED thus ſettled; 1 got a Stags - 
| Figned before notaries in London, in which all the 
former conditions were ſpecified, excepting that, 1 in- 
ſtead of the orders of the French Miniſtry, my Cap- 
tain was to proceed according to my directions and 
thoſe of my agents, to any port of Europe. or Ame- 
| Tica, to which I ſhould chuſe to ſend him, whether 
the ſhip was loaded with goods or not, cc. 1 
thought this precaution neceſſary, as a ſalvo, in caſe 
any fuſpicion ſhould ariſe, eſpecially as this agree 
ment was made before hoſtilities were nn 
ee France e ee Pts 


x" After this, 1 returned to Paris, without oh e 

time, to procure the ſum of money I wanted, and to 
report to the miniſter what I had done, He gave 
me a draſt for 7000 pounds flerling, after which I 1 
2 ſer out again for London, conformably to his orders, 
to haſten the fitting our of the ſhip. On my re- 
turn, my captain told me, that he was intimately ac- 
quainted with a certain perſon who belonged to the 
miniſtry, and if I would let him concert ſome plans 
with him, he would be anſwerable for the ſucceſs of 
. N een 


t 14 1 
dem. Suman trial, he did fo, 
and ſucceeded ; and in return for 150 pounds ſterling 
which this perſon” aſked per month, and which I 
conſented to give, he undertook to ſend me a copy 
of all the orders received at the Admiralty, and 
- alſo of all thoſe that ſhould be iſſued from it. My 
name was never mentioned in this tran ſaction, and I 
very ſeldom ſaw this perſon. To avoid being betrayed, 
he never put any thing in writing himſelf, but 
agreed, that the captain ſhould wait upon him 
every day, and read over, and even tranſeribe all the 
papers, that he ſhould lay upon a particular part of 
hisdefk ; which was regularly done all the time that 
I continued in the ſervice of France. When my 
captain was at ſea, Mr., formerly governor | 
of, took upon himſelf the management of this 
buſineſs, dividing the profis with the captain. He 
alſo did our buſineſs in London, when we were 


The firſt intelligence I received from this perſunn 
was that orders had been ſent to Plymouth, for fit- 
ing out twelve ſhips of the line, which were to fail 
for America, under the command of Admiral 
Byron. "Theſe orders had been iſſued for ſome 
time, but the deſtination of this ſquadron had been 
kept ſo ſecret, that no body knew any thing about 

it. 1 received this a forty days before the 
ſquadron 


Pn 


 Gquadron fe fail; I immediately. diſpatched it bya 


courier to M. de Sartine, and. alſo. informed' him 
how much they were advanced in their preparations, 
and which was the day fixed upon for 3 
che 5 
Te Engliſh. Miniſtry * 50 infirm 
tion, that twenty-five French men of war had fet 
ail from Breſt, were apprehenfive that it was with a 
deſign to attack Byron's ſquadron; accordingly or- 
ders were diſpatched to Admiral Keppel, to leave 
Portſmouth with all the ſhips he could collect there, 
which amounted to twenty; to go in queſt of the 
French Fleet, watch their motions, and divert their 
attention, without however coming to an engage - 
ment; and by theſe manoeuvres to give Byron's 
fquadron an opportunity of getting out of port, 
He was farther enjoined, not to loſe fight of the 
French fleet, till Byron was fairly out at ſea, when he 
was to return again to Portſmouth, and continue his 
armament. I added to this intelligence, every cir- 
cumſtance that could tend to confirm the truth of 
it, namely, that Admiral Byron had taken on board 
proviſions for ſeven months, with a large ſupply of | 
maſts and rigging, and his full complement of men; 
whilſt Admiral Keppel, on the contrary, was to go 
out with twenty ſhips, of which, the beſt equipped 
amongſt — would not have ſo many as 600 men e 
825 A 


nor 


CT as 3 1 
nor proviſions for more than twenty days. 1 could 
ſpeak with certainty reſpecting theſe two ſquadrons, 


as 1 n that ITE on e 
exchſhip, > WO | 


1 The whole * ha 3 was conveyed | a 

ſecond time to the French Miniſtry, twenty days be- 
fore the Engliſh fleet ſer ſail; at which time, finding 
it a good opportunity, I went over to Verſailles. 
Here I gave an account to M. de Sartine of the 
new engagements I had made; he approved of them, 
and even told me, I might promiſe the perſon a 
penſion from the enn * if er e 
ee V 


15 Alter g Admiral Keppel had left VE NPE 10 : 
compliance with the orders which he had received, 
and gone in ſearch of the French fleet, he fell in 
Vith it at the mouth of the channel; as he was ab- 
ſolutely forbid to come to an engagement, he took 
care to keep at a proper diſtance from it... The two 
ffleets remained ſeveral days within fight of cach 
other. The Count d'Orvilliers made no prepara- 
tions for an attack, being afraid of having thürty- 
to inſtead of twenty ſhips againſt him, and being 
| n of the intelligence I had feat,  Whiljt 


— This penſion was paid for a year but mas topped ® thetime 
* the Baſtile. | | 
1 5 6 


T | * 

me two fleets were watching each other's motions, 
Admiral Byron paſſed behind the French fleet, and 
got out toſea; and as ſoon as he found himſelf out 
of danger, he diſpatched a frigate to inform Admiral 
Keppel of it; who, therefore, returned to Portſ- 
motith to complete his armament, bringing i in with - 


him two French Frigates (the Licorre and the Pal. 


ias) which were captured in conſequence ow vet 
_ to reconnoitre Hm too ae 


+266 ee che OLIVER one cal we A 
fleets was not beaten, and why Admiral Byron was 


not prevented from proceeding according to his deſ- 
tination.” This fault was diſcovered too late to be re- 


 trieved, © It was one of the firſt that had been com- 
mitted during this war, and in its effects it proyed to 


be one of the moſt fatal. There was another almoſt 
as bad, viz. the ordering of Count d' Eſtaing to fail 
from Toulon with his twelve ſhips; whereas, if he 
bas gore from Breſt, he would have gat to Ae. 
riewk n e per © e 3:04 


| Tfibppll andy de & Wes s oth which 
came back to London. I found my ſhip quite 
fitted out, and took the command of her, as I did 
not chuſe to truſt it to any body elſe; I ſailed 
from the Thames to Spithead, where I caſt anchor 


In 


by the fide ofthe Engliſh ſquadron, 


In the mean time, the Eaſt India Company hav- _ | 
ing received intelligence, by means of a frigate, 
which was diſpatched before them, of the arrival of 
their whole fleet; orders were ſent to Admiral 


1 Keppel, to fail from Portſmouth as faſt: as-poſlible, 


in order to join this fleet, to convoy it into port, 
and to avoid coming to action, unleſs abſolutely = 
neceſſary in its defence. At the ſame time, diſ- 
patches were ſent to the Eaſt India fleet, to warn 
1 it of the danger which threatened it, with directions 
to keep out at ſea, till in ſhould) 1 9 it, and ſe- 

e > * Fn 5 

1 cone this 2 to Verſailles mes 
Breſt, by ſpeedy meſſengers. It was alſo ſent. ; to 
Count D'Orvilliers, by means of vel which were 
kepein TIEN N 
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Kepynl ſet allem ern eech ee * of uh, | 
| ds twenty-five ſhips of the line, and was joined by 


three others as he paſſed by Plymouth. I followed 
him, and kept ſight of him till the 19th, when I 


tacked about to the weſt, to meet with the French 


fleet. On the 21ſt, being in the latitude 49 degrees 
Fo minutes, and about 3o leagues to the welt of the 
[Scilly inands, I diſcovered the French fleet. As I 
could not come up to the admiral, on account of 
the ſqually weather, which had done me ſome da- 
15 nl mage 


| [ 19 ] 
. The | 


wind blew ſo ſtrong from the north-weſt, that I 


could not help being driven upon the Engliſh fleet. 
The French fleet was in like manner, obliged-to 
quit its ſtation; and was driven towards the mouth of 
the channel where it fell in with Keppel, who made 
no other mancuvres, but ſuch as might enable him 
to ſail near the wind, for the ſake of allowing the 
- Eaſt India Company's fleet, which the wind had 
alſo brought near them, to paſs to the leeward; but 
on the 27th, when the two fleets came very near to 
each other, Count D'Orvilliers gave the ſignal for 
an attack, which brought on a general engagement, 
that continued ſome part of the ; days after which the 


two fleets ſeparated, 


05 the morning of the 28th, the Eaſt India Com- 
pany's fleet paſſed over the place of the engagement, 
and entered the channel in ſight of ſome French 
men of war that had been ſeparated from the reſt, 
the day before the action. In all probability this 
fleet would have been taken, if the French ſquadron, 


There was a confuſion in the French line, owing to a miſtake 
in the fignals; otherwiſe, i in all probability, it would have been a 

glorious day for us, as Count e manceuvres were vey 

Judicious. | EY 
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{1 an Eagliſh ſquadron had retired. 
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21 put into Breſt s the. ow to repair the da- 
1 had ſuſtained from the ſtormy weather. I 
left that place again on the ad of Auguſt, and came 

to anchor at Plymouth; where I found a dan of 


24 


The 8 3 now ; pretty | 4 1 I en- 
Faire to employ my time /efully in deviſing 
the beſt methods for attacking the different ports of 
England, Ibegan with, Plymouth, and drew a very 

minute plan of it, and of its different harbours and 
roads, which I founded careſully. took down me- 
morandums of the ſame, and then directed my at- 
tention to an object of more importance. I had a 
truſty perſon, who gave me an exact account of all 
that paſſed in the port; but this was all the buſineſs 
Femployed him in. I did not think him capable of * 


W any iſs undertaking, and was afraid 


0 * count D'Orvilliers was of this opinion, but as he was pre- 
vailed upon to ſuffer ſo many of the ſhips, one after the other, to 
go into port in order to refit, he found himſelf at laſt almoſt entirely ' 
alone, He therefore thought it beſt to follow them, and accord- - 
ingly gave up the purſuit of the Eaſt India fleet. It is fomewhat _ 
remarkable, that two-thirds of theſe ſhips might have been refitted 
at ſea in four hours time, as was afterwards proved when they came 


of 


1 into harbour. 


tm} 


of letting hin into the ſecret of all my ſchemes; 
leſt he ſhould be rerrified at them. I bethought 
_ myſelf of the ſerjeant of the fort, who had been of 
ſuch ſervice to me on my third tour, as a more pro- 
per perſon to ſecond my views, As I did not know - 
his name, nor any perſon, to whom I might apply 
for it, none of my people being acquainted with 
ehim; I could not fall upon any other method, but 
to walk backwards and forwards in the fort till 1 
I ſhould meet with him; which 1 did- on the third 
day. I went up and ſpoke to him, and he ſeemed 
very glad to ſee me. I told him, I had a ſhip lying 
in the harbour and begged him to come and pay me 
a viſit (he had too much reaſon to be ſatisfied with 
our firſt meeting to neglect a ſecond). I gave him 
the name of the ſhip, and we parted. The next morn= 
ing he came on board; and after I had regaled him 
well, and had made him a preſent of ſix bottles 
of brandy, which he took away with him, he pro- 
miſed to come to me again the next * | 


1 had been $a afraid to truſt | my Captain 
with the new ſchemes that J meditated, as I did not 
think him . daring enough to co-operate with me; 
therefore, as I could not talk on this ſubje& before 
him, when the ſerjeant came to me the next day, . 
went on ſhore with him, under pretence of taking a - 

— 20, Walk 


FI 22 IJ 
* Tefe the 1 failors o look af the boar and 
ye walked off | | 


Aſter a mort . 1 talked to bim ION 


his uncomfortable ſituation, and offered to make his 


fortune, if he would ſerve me faithfully. He told 


me, I had behayed ſo handſomely the firſt time he 
ſaw me, that he had been determined ever afterwards, 
dio be at my ſeryice. I ſaid, that what I wanted him to 


do for me, was rather a delicate matter, andhe would 
| perhaps be alarmed at it, but that with prudence and 
good c che danger might be avoided. 


; would oblige me, and that it would not be his fault if 
he did nat change his ſituation for the better. Hav- 
ing now brought him to the point I wanted, I ex- 
plained myſelf fully to him, and let him know that 
my plan was to contriye how Plymouth might be 
thrown: into the hands of the French. He faid, he 
had entertained ſome ſuſpicions of the kind the firſt 
time he ſaw me, from the manner in which I had 


paid him, but that he was terrified at the greatneſs of 


the danger, I did not give him time to reflect; 
here are fifty guineas for you, faid I, beſides what 
you ſhall afterwards have; the ſame ſum ſhall be 


paid to you every month, and 10,000 guineas if the 


ene 9 He had not a word to ſay 


againſt 


- 
a "Ix - 
rr... tre nh ere oe — 
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againſt ſuch an x argument. am entirely at your ſer-" 
vice, Sir, and ready to do whatever you bid me; only 
tell me how I muſt proceed. Such was his anſwer. I 
do not want any thing done for the preſent, faid I; 
this: is a ſcheme which requires a good deal of 
thought, before it can be put into execution; it is 
enough for me, that you are in the fort ready to ſerve 


on any occaſion. I then aſked him, if he was ac- 
; quainted with the perſon who had the care. of the 


ſignals, and with the gate-keeper; he ſaid he was 


but little acquainted with the former, but that the 
latter was his friend. Then ſaid I, ſee and make 


ſure of him, for we ſhall perhaps ſtand in need of 
him: get acquainted alſo with the keeper of the 


ſignals, and give me an account of the whole when 1 


come again. I then told him, I was going away in 
three days time, and enjoined him ſecrecy; we af- 
terwards returned on board the ek from whence 


1 ſent him back to nn 


My views did not ſtop here. It was doubtful 
whether the ſerjeant would be able to bring over the 
keeper of the ſignals, who might otherwiſe give the 
alarm. I therefore thought of remedying this incon- 
venience, by making myſelf maſter of the firſt ſignal 
of the coaſt, which in that caſe, would be made to an- 
ſwer as I ſhould direct. I had on board an Italian 


ſailor, called Thomas, whom I had attached to my 


C 4 intereſt 


intereſt by kind treatment. I had put his fidelity to 
the teſt for ſome time paſt. I had often had an incli-- - 
nation to let him into my ſecrets; the preſent occaſion. 
determined me to do ſo. - Thomas, faid I, I want to 
have at my diſpoſal the keeper of the firſt ſignals on 
the caaſt; you muſt leave the ſhip and go to him; L 
will furniſh you with money, and you ſhall propoſe 
to live with him; if he gives his conſent, you ſhall 
make yourſelf well acquainted with the fignals, in 
order that you may be able to fupply his place, on 
emergency. If he be a weak man, and in low cir- 
ceumſtances, you may bring him over; but if other- - 
wiſe, you will eaſily contrive to get him out of the 
way, at the time he might do us miſchief. I ſent 
hirn off with theſe non wow ny mga 
his Pocket. : 


- When Cans on abend two 8 ee 


Ki told me, that having gone to the ſignal keeper as a 
deſerter of a ſhip, and begged him to conceal him in 


his houſe, he conſented, upon promiſe of being well 


paid; after which he left him under pretence of going 
to Plymouth, to change his failor's clothes, and buy 
ſome others. He added, that as this fignal keeper was 
nin poor circumſtances, he thought there would be 

no difficulty in bribing him; but that at all events, 


T might rely upon him, and that he would get rid = 


| of him whenever 1 had a * This flation. being | 


M0: 


Ts 
at a conſiderable diſtance, one might remain hom 
twelve days, or a fortnight, without being noticed 
by any body. Upon telling him that we might 


eaſily contrive to get rid of the ſignal-keeper, if | 


he could not be brought to comply, he thought 
that I meanttohave him killed, and therefore he offered 
himſelf for this ſervice. This was very far from being 
my intention; my deſign being only to have him laid 
hold of by my people, and carried to France, or to 
keep him on board my ſhip as long as there ſhould 
be occaſion ; which 1 is what I have. done in oa. 
caſes, 75 | 


| Having le ſettled theſe matters, ly put every thing 4 
in a proper train, I weighed anchor, and proceeded for 
Portſmouth. However, I did not fail directly there, 
but ſpent ſome time, firſt in reconnoitring and ſound- 
ing the harbours and roads of Start-point and Torbay, 
and the anchoring places all along the coaſt as far as the 
Needles ; fo that I became thoroughly acquainted 
with them. I then went and anchored before Tarmauib, 
a ſmall town in the Ie of Wight, within the Needles. 
| On examining this port, I found that it was only de- 
ended by a battery of eight pieces of ordnance up- 
on the ſhore, and that there was no garriſon. Even 
at high water none but ſmall veſſels could come up, 
nd" at low water the 8 ROY to a conſiderable 5 
: ' diſtance 5 


1 


dlitance from the town.” 1 I remained at e here 
: www * | TED 


+ had boten paſſed before Hur capie, a fortreſs 
built upon a rock ſtanding in the ſea, and which 


conſiſts of a formidable battery that defends the en- 
trance of the Needles. I had not yet had an oppor- 
tunity of engaging any body there to aſſiſt me in 

my plans. As there were ſome ſoldiers there, 
L though their number was inconſiderable, I did not 
think it would be ſafe to repeat the ſame experi- 


ments I had tried at Plymouth ; I therefore altered 


my mode of proceeding, and reſolved to deceive 


both my own people and the garriſon, by making 


both ſubſervient to the execution of a ſcheme which 


I had in my head. It was as follows: I told my 


captain that as I was ſatisfied with his ſervices, I 


would put him and the crew in a way of making a 
deal of money; that for this purpoſe we muſt 


"ko have a landing place upon the coaſt, and get ſome 


people on whom we could depend to co-operate 


with us. I obſerved that Hurſt Caſtle ſeemed pro- 


per for favouring my plans, and that we muſt go 
there together, in order to try. if we could concert 
the proper meaſures. Upon his enquiring what 
they were, I faid that I had in my poſſeſſion above 


_ fifty caſksof brandy, a quantity. of wines, and other 


Ages, 
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ſtores, which ſhould be put on board my ſhip, and 
be brought and depoſited there; I told him that he 
ſhould have all the profits; that he muſt ſee and 
ſettle matters with the garriſon of the fort, in ſuch 
a manner that they ſhould be ready to receive, in 
the night time, all the goods we ſhould bring. The 


. eaptain, who always liſtened with delight whenever 


any proſpe& of gain was held out to him, came 
into my plan. We went to the fort, and without 
much ceremony, made our propoſals to an officer 
of the garriſon. He called together ſome others, 
and ſtated to them, that a ſmuggling veſſel (for 1 
had called my ſhip ſuch) propoſed to depoſit her 
cargo in the fort, and to divide. the profits with 
them; that the goods would never be left longer 
than four days, which was the time that would be 
required for ſending advice to the merchants, who 
were to take them away. This was eaſily ſettled. 
It was agreed that they ſhould be paid four guineas 
in ready money, for every caſk of wine or brandy that 
ſhould be left with them, and ſo in proportion for other 
goods. After this point was ſettled, we determined 
upon the ſignals by which my veſſel ſhould be 
known. It was farther agreed upon, that I ſhould 
never come but in the night time, and at high water, 
when they would be prepared to receive me. I 
left them, ſaying it would not be long before they 
would ſee me again. 


On 


* 
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On my return to Yarmouth, I weighed anchor 
and went to Cowes, where I had been told there 
was a ſmall fortreſs. I found ir to be a battery of 
eight pieces of cannon, planted in the form of a 
horſe ſhoe, with only a woman there, who ſerved 
as a keeper of this ſham fortreſs. There were ſixty 
militia-men in the town. Cowes harbour, though 
ſmall, is not a bad one; it will admit of very large 
men of war to anchor in, and at the time we 
were there, they were building a 64 gun ſhip. 
eee Newport, the capital of the 
iſland, a ſmall unfortified town, about ſix miles 
from. the ſea; there were 2 50 ſoldiers there, which, 
together with the two batteries and the ſixty militia- 
men juſt mentioned in the town of Cowes, made 
| up thewhole force of the iſland. OE TRY: 


Aker — 0 two ave 4 in „n ent 
1 went to Spithead, and anchored in the midſt of 
the Engliſh fleet, that I might examine Portſ- 
mouth. When I had compleated my plans, I de- | 
termined to go-to France, and pive an- account "= 
| what I had done to the miniſters. 


by I take 3 ſurvey of e that would 
lead me into long and tedious deſcriptions; ſuffice it to ſay, that 


this, as well as the other Engliſh ports, were examined with the 
ſame care as 1 | 


* 


11 had 


Ca 1: 
A bid ſeven ee rant nl 


Have twelve of wine, that I had taken in * 85 


Breſt, with which I meant to put to the teſt 
my friends at Hurſt Caſtle; accordingly. I. failed 
round the iſland, and appeared there again ſix days 
after I had leſt it. I made the ſignals agreed upon, 
and they were anſwered. In the mean time L tack- 
ed about to ſea, till night came on. About ten 
o' clock, a little before high water, I came in and 
anchored near the fort, and went aſhore in one of 
the boats, whilſt they loaded the long boat. In 

leſs than two hours, twelve caſks were conveyed 
to the fort, where I followed with ſome of my 
men. Aſter drinking a glaſs together, we parted. 
I repeated this experiment three times afterwatds 


with the fame ſucceſs; and my failors, who en- 
| tered the fort, always out-numbered the ED 


Aber having thus diſpoſed matters to nie hs | 
Fu attempts, we might think of, to ſur- 
priſe the enemy, I ſteered for France, landed near 
Havre de Grace, and went from thence to Ver- 

ſallles, having ordered my ſhip to go and wait for 
me in the Thames. I delivered into M. de Sar- 
rine's hands the memorandums I had made of all 
my proceedings, and he gave an account of them to 
the king, who graciauſly preſented me with a com- 
miſſion of captain of horſe, dated the 3 iſt of Auguſt, and 


5 | alſo 


— — 


. 


E 3& ] 


Aſo with a penſion of ten thouſand inne, che 7 


tent for panty NE by me®. 
- The minder hots of all my a 


ad: provided for the encreaſing expences, which 
amounted to three hundred pounds ſterling per 
month. As I had agreed with all my agents for a 


whale year, 1 begged M. de Sartine to ſupply me, 
at once, with-the ſum total of the expences ; re- 


preſenting to him that by that means I ſhould be 
able to make a good deal of money by different 


ſpeculations in trade, which would not interfere 
with my principal buſineſs, and would ſerve to con- 


ceal the motives of certain meaſures which I was 


obliged to tranſact openly. He conſented to what 


I aſked, and accordingly ordered me to be paid the 


ſum of 14, ooo pounds ſterling, which was pretty 
nearly the balance of the whole expences he had fix- 
ed for the year. He afterwards. inſtructed me 
how to proceed with my agents, and mentioned 
what he wanted to know of the ſecrets of the 
cabinet; aſter which I returned to London, 
where 1 arrived on the 12th of September. My 


firſt cate was to ſee how each of my agents went 


on. At Plymouth 1 found the ſignal and gate- 
n in ad intereſt, and I allotted them twenty- 


; * 1 only ie this penfion for the firſt four months, and no : 


3 5 


l 8 
five pounds ſterling a month. My man Thomas Th 
was appointed to the care of the. firſt ſignal on the 
coaſt ; it was leſt entirely to him, and he gave me 
a particular deſcription. of all the ſignals. The 
ſerjeant aſſured me that in caſe, of attack, he would 
take upon him to anſwer for the great gate, which 
leads to the. batteries, being open, as well. as the 
poſtern-gate at the angle of the baſtion, through 
which the troops might paſs one after the other; 
that moreover he would nail up all the cannons, as 
I had hinted to him. I paid each of them what they 


were to receive, and prepared to go to — and 
— thence to Ireland. 


Before 1 et out, I wand thi 3 avis veſ- 15 
its which had been taken from the French, were 
to be fold by auction, and that a good deal might 
be got by purchaſing them. I directed my princi- 
pal agent to buy them for me in his name“; and 
then ſet out for Briſtol and Ireland. I viſited the 
different vous of this kingdom where the tranſports 


= They were bought for me at the ſum of 2200l. ſterling, and 
were afterwards ſent to London, under the care of my ſailors. 


Government, who were a: that time in want of Bo * 
them for the ſum of 6400). ſterling. 


No Engliſhman could have tranſacted this buſineſs with tuch ſuc- 
|  cefs, for he would have been obliged to have had the ſhips inſured, 
and could not have got a ſufficient number of ſailors. I gained 


afſembled, 


by Ris tranſaction a hundred and five thouſand livres. 
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„ aſſembled; and 1 reins; that all of them were 
. 5 equally open to be attacked; I took a particular 
account of them, and ſent it to M. de Sartine. 1 
15 returned afterwards to London, to ſuperintend the 
1A different tranſactions. I was taken ill there, and 
| | laid up for about a month, probably in conſequence 
of the farigues I had undergone for a twelvemonth 
paſt. It was in the courſe of this 3 that 
I had an opportunity of being of uſe-to Mr., 
| W enn N —_—  . 


—_ : J rn 

| ET» affair by M. de Sartine. While he was at Ply- 
mouth, ſome people who had known him as a pri- 
ſoner during the laſt war, recollected him again; 
and upon his going from thence to another port, 
| they ſent people after him to keep an eye upon him. 

F . Whilſt he was making his obſervations, he perceiv- 
| ed that he was watched, and accordingly wich- 
| | drew; when he heard them ſay, He js -@ French ſpy, 
1 an officer of the marine. As ſoon as he came to the 
1 | inn where he lodged, he went up ſtairs i into his room, 
28 and heard the mob cry out, He is. a ſpy, well tate 
1 bum and have him hanged. As the landlord would 
1 not ſuffer them to come into his houſe to ſeize him, 
ö | they were obliged to go to the magiſtrates for a war- 
7 rant. This took up ſome time, and at twelve 
0 clock at _— he was ſtill at liberty. About this. 


hour 


Pg 


1 


hour I gotito bass e nden hen, 
ed, and was a little ſurpriſed that they were not gons 
to bed. The landlord, who was a friend of 
mine, took me aſide, and in a few words told me 
the whole affair, I went immediately to the har- 
bour, and ordered à veſſel that I had there to looſe 
anchor, and to get ready for ſailing. I ordered 
them at the ſame time to ſend: the boat on ſhore; 
and then returned to the inn, and went up ſtairs to 
the French officer, who was in great anxiety,” I 
bid him muffle himſelf up in my cloak and follow 
me, which he did without heſitation. We made 
our way out without being noticed by any body, 
on account of the obſtruction at the door, from 
my carriage, which 1 had ordered to remain 
there on purpoſe. 1 took him on board my ſhip, 
which was juſt on the point of failing. The next 
day we got to Calais, where I learnt his name and 
his rank. He acknowledged that he was indebted 
to me for his life. Two days aſterwards 1 came 
back again to the ſame port, and found they were 
quite puzzled to know how the French officer had 
made his eſcape. I thought it my duty to ſave, at 
my own peril, a countryman, whoſe diſtreſſed ſitua- 
tion I knew; and whom I ſuppoſed to have been 
ſent on ſome. ſecret buſineſs by the miniſter. At 
different times, I got ſhipped off above 300 French | 
f who had made their eſcape from 
90 D | priſon, 


[34] 
priſon, and ſupplied them with as much money as 
they had occaſion for, without ever applying * | 
. or N e kr e e N 3 


7 


BET "ain finding that FOG iundred Gl of melee 


ſhips had\rendezvouzed in the Downs, I informed = 
the miniſter of it, adding the place to which they _ 


were bound, the courſe they were to ſteer, and tlie 


numbers of their convoy. I alſo ſent him word 


that if he thought proper, I would ſet out two. 
days before the fleet, and convey intelligence to 


Breſt, provided he would have a ſquadron os __ 


axady e abs eh he PINS e 
Hf Aber we bad hs beyond Portland, there: came 

on ſuch a terrible ſquall, that the Ruſſel, a 74 gun 
ſbip, ran foul of the London of 50, which was 

ſplit in two, and went down inſtantly ; However, f 

about 45 of the crew were ſaved. Two frigates, 
and another veſſel, were diſmaſted, and obliged to 
put back i into Portſmouth, © My ſhip had her main 

maſt broken, her fails-torn-away, and was driven 
out to ſea, On the 31ſt, when I approached the 
coaſt for the purpoſe of ſheltering myſelf, from the 
ſtormy weather, which ſtill continued, we were 
ſurpriſed by one of the moſt dreadful guſts of wind 
ever known in the memory of man, by which 
our ſhip was driven aſhore, and truck. - Half of 


1 


our crew periſhed'*; above xy ek had che 
W eg e ge nl 


1 Aae my captathy ne Ane e 
chat were ſaved. When I got there myſelf, the 
firſt thing I ſet about, was the purchaſing of another 
ſhip, which was the —— , mounting ten guns, 
for which 1 gave 2$00l. derne 1 ſent M. de 
| Sartine word of the misfortune which had happened 
to me, and of the new purchaſe that 1 had made. 
He remitted me 400ol. ſterling to make good my 


I mall now give a ſtatement of the monies 1 re- 
ceived from government, during the year 1778, 
as alſo of the expences which 1 had been at, to 


the 1ſt of January, 17793 together with the ſtate 
of my vun finances at this period. Rh 


em 
in that ſituation; ten ſailors were thrown over board by the ſhock; 
twenty-two others, who attempted to ſave themſelves in the boat, 
were loſt in conſequence of overloading it. I remained with the reſt 
of the crew, clinging to the fore-part of the ſhip, till the next day, 
when ſome people were able to come to our aſſiſtance. The ſhip 
was ſhattered to pieces ſoon after we quitted it. I loſt by this ac- 
cident 36 men, and about 60ol. ſterling, which I had on board. 
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The feſt t of won wick Tr 


5 . 
from NM. de Sartine, and which T have 


7 74 


© not mentioned before, amounting tio 8000 
The ſecond, at the time of my third 2 75 bn 
ney to England, 4 amounting 9 2 25000 
The third, amounting to e 
; The fourth, viz. 7000l. ſterling, or | Mor 


1 


© 4K + 


850 fifth, 1 the balance of the ex- 5 


eee es 
he the Leg n renhined m me in 
London, for making pood the loffes ; 3h 
55 ID the ne wh it — 
4 | | : 


i — 


47. 
4 
F# 


t 1 


Ane recapitulatiat of zhe "money laid out on the © 
King's account, da pin . to 110 . det 
n 719 Ore” 2 


fl rr 


Beeten, hs dire POW. 2 — 
in England, including the fums of mo- 155 
5 ney advanced to che different agents, 3:24 
- the time of ſettling the agreements with | 
them, travelling expences, &c. all Which 
were approved at rhe t * 
Sartine, amounting to Mau, 
The ſum given. for the ——;,. my firſt. 
. © ſhin, viz, 3500. fictling, or. . 440 
The expences, amounted, according to our 
firſt calculation, to 12571. ſterling per 
month; there was an addition to them 
of '3ool. ſterling the next month, ne . 
raiſed them, to 1557 l., ſterling z | he 
whole amounting, at the monthly rate of. 
373368, livres, fox ſeyen months, beg. P 
ning from the firſt of June 1778, to 261,376 
Goods, and nearly 600l. ſterling, loſt on 
board the ——, my firſt ſhip, at the 


time of the ſhipwreck, amounting in all 


to . 3 n 4 15,000 


Purchaſe of the —, my ſecond ſhip, _ 
viz, 2500. ſterling, or — 60,00 


——ů— — 


— 
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Carried over, 485,576 


30 | - French Foros, 
| Brought over, 3 


85 Coho 
ſeven months wages, pug 9186 | 


| lvres a year for each, amounting to 1,769 
Travelling expences to Valet and. Mona 
Breſt, fromthe 1ſt of June = "I 42000 
To two. horſes, killed and one one injured by | 
the meſſengess 
To ſixty guineas, of which a meſſe ger was 
robbed as he was carrying i to pay one 
5 of the _ — {1} Oo. 3 


Sum a total of diſburſements, vis 1 80 
ES 720 tort 108. ſterling, or 5 495716 
Which being deducted from tlie bin total 
of the "ny received, viz. "28,7 zol 
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T here eie to me in hand, ib 
the king's account, on the ef . 
33 1779» the 1 of 81791. 108. 
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8 * my orm finances, and ha 
meant ene en, 


Gianna, ee. 
By the We Tc af ub 
ſhips at Piymouth, for the ſum | to. 
2, 200l. ſterling, and which were afiers--- : 2 of 
wards ſold in the Thames for 6, 40. 
ſterling I gained-4,2001. ſterling, or obe. 
i had ſhares in ſix privateers, which were 
fitted out in the Thames at the ſame 
time with my firſt ſnip- Each Kue 
ſhares coſt me 400l. ſterling, amount- 
ing in the whole to 2, 400l. ſterling. Two 
of theſe privateers were taken ray 
had each made a rich prize; the four 
others took ſeven prizes, amongſt which 
vere two Thips belonging vo the French 
| Eaſt- India Company. By all dee 
prizes, added together, after ded 
' the original coſt: of the ſhares, T ran 
the ſum of 10, 200l. ſterling, or adde 
I had exchanged 18 506 louis d'ors for tlie 
ſame number of guineas, in France; 
and as the exchange upon each guinea 
was 26 ſous (1 3d.) in my favour at 
London, I gained in e 100% L . 
0 e or s „„ 242000 


1. 
— 


| Carried over, ON 5558. : 


1 1 
3 French liwores 
val Brought over, 73 ! 
1 wectveda eddi e wy e 
ſurance (in caſe of capture by the Eng- 
Tiſh) upon ſix ſhips: belonging to the 
French Eaſt- India Company, the um 
of 3000l. fterling, at the tate of 300. 
for each; fout of them were taken and 
- brought imo England. I — RR | 
money mhich'I had received upon te 
two others, and there remained a ba- 
lance in: my favour of 2,000, ſterling, or“ eo 
A ſhip, called the Two Syſers; of 409. tons 
burden, valued at 20,900l., Ae 
which was known to have been out at 
ſea for chree months, and ſuppoſed o 
be loſt, wWas offered ie be inſured, 
at 60 per, cent.. I was therefore tempted 
to take à gongern in it. This buſineß, 
dwelt upon my mind, the whole night, 
and in my dteam 1 thought 1 ſaw the 
veſſel arrive: in the morning, what had 


iin, 
. 


5 ene eee * 
. Cumecle ˖ "427,400 


42011 12 HP 311 


4 They e e *! ee of the names . 

value as nearly: as. could be, of all the French Eaſt- India Company's 
A 

veſſels. It was Milo. known that they were near home ; 3 all the: pri- 

vateers which hoped to make prizes of them, inſured them againſt 


repriſals, and thoſe why weak no 2 received back their pre- 
miums : 


1 4 1 


t o 1 ' 2 Trench ns. 
8 8 nf 52 over, 4 c 421,400. 

to o take the als infurance upon my- 
FE I received for it 12,000. ſterling. 


4 


| wards, a dan a at ee ; 
the loſs of 192,000 livres. I gained 288,000 
I bad infured fix months fucceſlively, the. 01 0 Sli 
my firſt ſhip, valued at 4000l. ſter- ge 01 
ling at the rate of five per cent. every 
monfh 3 this, inſurancę eoſt me 1520p. 
ſterling; when my ſhip was loſt, there 
came to me 4,000]. ſterling, by which 
alter deducting what I had paid, * i . 15110 
gained a profit of 2,800l. ſterling, or e 
r 
of Dominica, before it was known in 
London, I had an opportunity of gain. 6 PSs 3 
ing in n ae. OW 8 449, O0 


Sum anal. of pa —__ . — as a 
ſtated 34, 400l. ſterling, or . 82 bes 


1 lent out 290,000 Seo e ſhort 
time afterwards, I purchaſed a houſe at Paris for 


70,000 livres, I ſpent about 50,000 livres in fur- 


niſhing. it, and in buying horſes. Independent of 
the ard belonging to government, I: kept in 
hand 
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| kad 187 Lol ſterling, or 450,000 livres to thaks 
- farther Een as. 1 1 15 e ſucceeded 


ſo well. 


* ** 


GY. * 


At dieren times I had given in to M. ds Sar- 
tine, a ſtatement of the ſeveral ſums of money I had 
gained, together with the means which 1 had made 
uſe of to acquire them. He was r 15 — as 
to e approbarion.”” | TRE PRO 


% 
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80 great! an increaſe of fortune in 05 ſhort: Kue, 
might not have been believed, if I had not pointed 


cout the miariner in which it was made. I may add, 


that if my only object bad been to acquire wealth, 


by could eaſily have doubled my fortune in the moſt 
fair and "juſtifiable munner; and that 1 omitted 


many opportunities of engaging: in very benefi- 
cial affairs, leſt they ſhould have interfeted with the 
more important concerns, with which'T was charged 


by government : the {| peculations I did make, were 
quite accidental, and ſuch as 1 could undertake 


without much trouble. 66 


In — I advance, I ſhall give a 
particular account of one occurrence, which held out 
to me a gain of 600, oo0 livres (25,0001. ſterling). 
I have now by me all M. de Sartine's letters, which 
confirm the truth of it, and it will be ſeen from 

1 what 


tt 1: 


what Dh motives I declined to take ad- 
vantage of it. The ——— a ſhip of 600 tons, and 
32 guns, had been ſent into the Levant by a com- 
pany of Engliſn merchants,” to be freighted with 
filks and other Aſiatic commodities.” She com- 
pleated her lading in the European ports, and had 
proceeded to Port Mahon, where ſhe waited a'con- 
voy to England, but in vain, as:no:Engliſh--man' of 
war arrived during the five months that ſhe remained 
there. The freighters of the ſhip being aware of 
the great injury they would ſuffer from her long 
delay, and concluding that moſt of the goods Old 
be ſpoilt by being kept ſo long in the ſummer time 
in a warm climate, had recourſe to a fraud, by 
which they expected to make as much money as if | 
the ſhip had really arrived at home, with all her 
cargo in good condition, viz.” they were to inſure 
upon bills: of lading amounting to double the value 
of the cargo, ET r ese n erge- 
ae * echt in order to verengen * 
e 192 dh 
— aka mi e com- 
pany in London, and entered the cargo at the value 
of 2,000,000 of livres (83,333. 6s. 8d.) which, to- 
gether with the premium, that they likewiſe in- 
ſured, amounted to 2, 500, 00 livres. They im- 
mediately ſent advice to the captain of the' ſhip, 


[4], 
ta ſail om Minorca and to proceed to England. 
vith ſocret inſtructions to let himſelf be taken. 
The freighters of the ſhip, having received inſorma-· 
were fitting out at Toulon, and that they were to 
Join the: fleet at Breſt, calculated ſo fcely the time 
failed from Toulonſ and manœuvered ſo well, that 
. COT \ 9191 
BOL 97 - 12 1. 1313 mo) irn IW \ 213 Iittiaf 2579 * rf4 | 
bn the mean while, a few days aſter the ne 
had been made in London, one of the partnerꝭ in the 
inſurande : compatiy, got intelligente of the real value 
pf the whoſe carge amounted ta onhy 4,100,000 
livres; which added to che value f the ſhip, might 
amdunt to about 14200, 00 h ſterl.) 
he was-likewiſe informed: of the ſeliemie ta get the . 
yeſſel taken, and of the vrders which had been ſent 
for this purpoſe to Minorcn; but id -matter was 
without remedy, for if the —— was taken, they 
could not, in that caſe, —— 6 for 
eee Ag f. hey Tan A . N. 

of Abi, 8 eil he O 2 
u had pretty e concerns with this inſurazte· 
company; ſo that I was well known to them. They 
therefore applied to me to get them out of the ſcrape, 
and offered in caſe. be ſhouſd be taken, to 
C3 I | / give 


1 4 J 
give me 1, 150 French livres, provided I would 
engage to bring her to them, with every thing on 
board untouched. The deſign of the inſurance- 
company, was to revenge themſelves of the fraud, 
or at leaſt to len their loſſes; Indeed, if the T: 
was taken by the French without the inſurers be- 
ing able to prove for certain, the ſtate of the cargo, 
as happens in ſimilar caſes, they would then be 
obliged” to pay the freighters | 2,500,000 livres 
(104, 1661. 138. 4d.) whilft, . on the other hand, if 
the. ſhip was brought home, with all its cargo un- 
no claims upon the company, and the inſurers in- 
ſtead of paying 2, 500, ooo livres, would only have 
to pay 1,800,000 hvres, which would OR 
rener ewe pn 1311 % AMT 8993 


RF” eee thin te inne NA into my 
hands an exact ſtatement of the amount of the 
cargo. aceepted the propoſal, and we en- 
tered into an agreement, that, provided 1 ſhould 
fucceed in bringing the ſhip into England, after ſhe 

vas taken, they ſniould pay me the ſum above men- 


 'Ichought this a matter of ſufficient conſequence, 
for x-fourrey ow Lomdias'to Verfailles; where I 
ume de Sartine of the buſineſ, 
and 


—ͤ—ũ—i — — —— — — 
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11 
and offered in caſe the ſhip ſhould be taken, to de- 


poſite the ſum of 1, 200,000 livres in payment, 


both: of the third which belonged to the king, and 


ol the two thirds to be divided amongſt the captors, 


provided the miniſter would cauſe the ſhip to be 


delivered up to me, to bring her to England. M. 


de Sartine had too much confidence in me, to think 
that I would deceive him with regard to her real 
value; he readily came into my plan, by which 1 
was likely to gain 600, oo0 livres without any loſs 
to the king, or to the crew of the two ſhips that 
might take her; he even was at the trouble to in- 


een Ae dee Fo nee 


Abou a nien ende the miner re- 
ceived advice that the ſhip in queſtion was taken by 
the ——, and brought into Malaga. He ſent me 
advice of it, and told me to depoſite my money at 
the hoſpital of Toulon, and that he would after- 
wards ſend an order from the king to get the-veſ- 
ſel releaſed, together with a paſſport to carry her 
ſafe to England. I had not ſo much money in my 
poſſeſſion, but I got enough remitted to me from 
London, to complete the ſum. In the mean time, 
M. de Sartine received an anſwer to the letter he 
had ſent, ſtating that the crew of one of the ſhips 
accepted my offers, but that thoſe of the other re- 


Two 


two millions of French livres. No doubt the cap- 
tain of the prize ſhip was conſulted about this ya- 


Juation; it was his intereſt to prevent the.ſhip from 
being returned to England, becauſe. he had a ſhare 


in the profits ariſing from the fraud; he therefore 
perſuaded the French officers that ſhe. was worth 
twice as much as I had offered. Mi. de Sartine 
who ſaw the matter in its proper light, was upon 
the point of interpoſing his authority to ſettle the 
affair, which he might have done with the more 
propriety, as he was entitled in the king's. name, to 
one-third of the profits ariſing from the capture, and 


as the crew of one of the ſhips. had agreed to our 


firſt valuation for their third, but I foreſaw the diſ- 
content which this would infallibly excite amongſt. 
the crew of the other ſhip, and I was afraid they 
would accuſe the miniſter of having injured them 
for my advantage. I therefore took the liberty to 
tell him of this, and gave up the matter entirely, 
However, the crew had no reaſon to be ſatisfied 
with their own conduct; for about a month after- 
wards, when the goods were taken out of the ſhip 
in order to be ſold, moſt of them were found to be 


fo ſpoiled, that they did not ſell for 500,000 livres 


(20,8331: 6s. 8d.) and that upon credit. Thus 


the crew loſt $00,000 livres (33,333. 6s. 8d.) 


ready. money; I miſſed the opportunity of gaining 
Nn n and the inſurance company in Lon: 


den 


- 


„ 
don loſt all. Laſtly, the Miniſter in order to put 
me in a way of ſerving myſelf, whilſt J ſerved the 
king, granted me a very unuſual favour,” which was 
paſſports for two Engliſh veſſels, by means of which 
I ſhould be enabled to carry- on trade without any 
riſk. I ſhall hereſubjoina copy of the letter dated 

| Verſailles, the 3oth of July 1978, which he 111 me 
_ GOES AER bebe w 127 


1 wiequelnit you, Sir, that 15 Majeſty is dif 
2 to grant you, according to your requeſt, the 
paſſports for the two Engliſn veſſels, which may 
load at one or more Engliſh ports, to go to the 
French colonies, or to any of our ports in the Me- 
diterranean. As it is neceſſary that the paſſports 
ſhould contain the names of the captains and veſ- 
| ſels, and the number of men on board, and how 

many tons burden, you will be ſo good as to ſend 
me theſe particulars, that I may get the palipbets 

"tur" 1 have eee ee Bis, | 
| "ON DE darin. 


n may eaſily be neden e Ae A 
tages I might have derived from ſuch an act of 
Adar if I had choſen to make uſe of it during the 

var; but that would have required more attention 
* than the buſineſs which J had to tranſact for the 


+ in 1 — the preference) 
8 permitted 


E 


i permitted me to give; and luckily for me, Abs | 
threw in my way readier methods, and fuck as were 
adequate! to my ambitious views. e 


| At the end of January 177 9, I left the 1 | 
with the intention of j joining a fleet of merchant- 
men, which were waiting for a convoy in the Downs; 
but as they were not yet ready to fail, I went and an- 
chored at Spithead. The whole-Engliſh fleet were 


laying there at anchor, in no order. The trial of 


Admiral Keppel which happened ſoon afterwards, 
encreaſed a kind of deſertion of the ſhips, as the 
principal officers were upon the court-martial; I got 
in at night and anchored in the midſt of the fleet, 
without exciting the leaſt ſuſpicion. This circum- ' 

| tance, put into my head a ſcheme, which I haſtened 
to communicate to the miniſter; and therefore failed 
to France. I propoſed to him to fit out two fire 
ſhips at Breſt, with all expedition, which I would 
bring into Portſmouth along with my ſhip as two 
prizes; that whilſt I entered with one of theſe fire- : 
ſhips by Spithead, the other ſhould paſs by the 
| Needles, and get in during the night at the turn of 
the tide; that the fleet ſhould be ſer on fire at each 
end at the ſame time, which would infallibly con- 
fume the whole. I added, that the leaſt that could 
bann to as * that thovid not be burnt, 
E 9 


N. 


E 58. 1. 


would, be their running a-ground; ſince. it being 


in the middle of the night, they could only cut 8 
their cables, and then they would be wrecked 


| : before they could unfurl their ſails to manage the 


ſhips as the anchorage at Spithead was narrow, and 
would not admit of their being either carried out 


| : by the tide, or ailing out in the night without ger: 


Ks engaged to take the direction of one of the fire- 


ſhips; and my captain agreed to take charge of the N 


other, 1 upon condition that he ſhould be paid 25,000). 


ſterling, and have 4 penſion ſettled upon him by 
the king, of I 2,000 livres, to be paid in France, 
where he was afterwards to live. I moreover pro- 
poſed to the, miniſter to get another veſſel fitted out 
with 200 ſoldiers to land, under convoy of two fri- 


M. * e approved of the Akin 6 and ſent 
5 orders to Breſt, for fitting out two large fire-ſhips. 
He ordered me to concert the neceſſary arrange- 


ments for "facilitating the taking of Plymouth by 


gates and a man of war, and take poſſeſſion at the 
| ſame time of the fortreſs of e g e which 
commands the PRs of ho Needles. 


1 


ſurpriſe, in caſe they ſhould be inclined to make 
the attenipt, at the ſame time, that they were pro- 
ceeding againſt the Engliſh fleet. He confirmed 
the Promiſes that I had made to my captain, and 


ſome 


8 51 4 0 | 
fs officers, 7 were - not to receive . re- 
* but 4 in caſe of eee 


1 vm ay e near Anka where: my 
ſhip was waiting for me. She had been loaded 
with brandy in my abſence, according to my di- 
rections. I appeared the next day at the entrance 
of the Needles, and in the evening I unloaded all the 
: goods I had on board, in the fort, with as little ſuſ- 
Nan and as much 5 1 TORE done before. | 


The whole acc fleet Gur had rendlenoantd 
inthe Downs, together with that of the Eaſt India 
Company, being upon the point of failing, I ſent 
intelligence of it to M. de Sartine, who ordered a 
n to be in en at en; to eb it. 


In wo mean pak was b up to Landes by 
a very diſagreeable occurrence. I had loaded with 
goods for Breſt, a Spaniſh veſſel of 200 tons bur- 
den; I was to freight her for three months at the 
rate of a 100l. ſterling per month; the captain had 
bound himſelf by the charter-party, to touch at all 
the ports that I choſe to ſend him to, in the courſe of 
his voyage from London to Spain, on being paid 
three louis-dors a day, for every time he ſhould put 
into harbour. I commiſſioned a banker in London, 
upon whom I thought I could rely, to ſee the cargo 
* com- 
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2 She was loaded with forty tons of 
beer, forty tons of copper, and the reſt in lead: 
every ton of copper put on board, coſt me 2000 
livres; the king paid at Breſt about 5000 livres 
for it; ſo that upon the forty tons, I ſhould have 
gained a profit of 120,000 livres (5000l.) It was 
a good ſpeculation, but attended with riſk, ſince 
there then was a prohibition, under a very heavy 
penalty, againſt exporting from England ſheet- 
copper for the purpoſe of ſheathing ſhips, which 


ſtill continues. I was obliged to tell my banker 


and the Spaniſh captain, where the ſhip was in- 
tended to go. The lading was put on board, 
whilſt 1 was out upon my laſt journey to Paris. 
On my return to Portſmouth, I received advice 
from the Admiralty, that the Spaniſh captain had 
told them, that the ſhip was freighted for Breſt. 
His object in this information was to get the cargo 
forfeited, and come in for a ſhare of it. The perſon 
at the Admiralty who was in my intereſt, ſent an ex- 
preſs to me, to come up to London immediately, 
in order to avert the danger which threatened me. 
Very luckily, I loſt no time, for if I had ſtaid a day 

longer, I ſhould: have been too late. I applied to 
my banker, who had ſhipped the goods (he was to 

go ſhares in the profits ariſing from the cheat, as 
I afterwards found) I offered to let the bills of lad- 
ing 8⁰ err his 1 55 or to we him the woke” 


He 


[ $3 1 | 
He 1 this laſt W upon terms very 
diſadvantageous to me; but as there was no time to 
loſe, I complied with every thing he choſe ;.I loft 
25, O00 livres upon the original coſt, and 1 was be- 
ſides forced to pay all the expences of unloading 
and moving the goods, together with the freight of 
the veſſel, the ſame as if ſhe Had gone her voyage. 
J loſt by this adventure about 2000 louis. dors, in- 
ſtead of gaining 6000, which I ſhould have done, 
if T had not had to deal with a couple of knaves, 


A few 958 7 after I . another check, which | 
_ occaſioned me leſs loſs, but more alarm. When 1 
' went from Portſmouth to London, I had ordered 
my captain to go and wait for me at Margate, 
where I was to Join him again; he went there, and 
the day that 1 arrived, 1 found him upon ſhore, 
with ſome people belonging to the ſhip, who had 
come to meet me. It was night and we all ſlept on 
ſhore. About two o'clock in the morning, I was 
_ awakened by the captain, who entered my room, 
in his ſhirt, with a candle in his hand, and came up 
to my bed, ſaying to me in a low voice: Count, we 
are undone, there is a ſtate-meſſenger in my room, who 
is juſt arrived, be is awriting ſometbing, and will appre- 
bend you in a minute. I am arreſted, fee bere are my 
guards. N. bat, ſaid I, we are betrayed then ? * muſt 
— Wy be 
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be fo, faid he: I got out of bed to * myſelf, 
frightened, as was natural in ſuch a ſituation,” | Per- 
"haps, there is a chance of petting out of this ſcrape, 
ſaid the captain, 7 know the Nate-meſenger, be is a 
great friend of "the governor” 5 Stop a moment, 
while 1 go and ſpeak to bim. In two minutes, he 
came back to tell me, that i it was in my power 10 ade 
us both, that the meſſenger demanded a thouſaud pounds 
feerling, that he would then ſay 1 that be had miſſed us, 
and that we were got out to ſea, at the time be arrived. 
A thouſand pounds, ſaid I, be ſhall have the money, and 
immediately put into his hands two bank notes, of 
- Zool. each; in conſequence of which the meſſenger 
went away. We immediately dreſſed ourſelves, 
and, without loſs of time, repaired to the ſhip. Be- 
ſides this, I was obliged to give a few guineas to the 
pilot, in order. to prevail upon him to weigh an- 
chor, as it was night“. A couple of days after- 
wards, we anchored in the Downs. 1 thought it 
would be beſt to put out to ſea; but my captain 


All forts of ſhips and veſſels whatever, are obliged to take up 
a pilot, when they enter the Thames, or go from London; from 
the moment he gets on board, he is maſter, if he has 'a mind to 
ſtop, the captain has it not in his power to force him to go on; he 
has half a guinea for every foot of water which the veſſel draws; 
if the ſhip is wrecked, or ſhe ſuffers. any injury, the company of 
pil6ts is reſponſible, which is the. reaſon, why they very ſeldom 

in the rixer e ni ht. „ | 
Mi nein the I 8 inſiſted | 


LE $5 3- 
inſiſted upon ſtaying with the fleet mer ga 
"me that we e had _ more to Rear v. 


The fleet Ker weleher iſ wie fecehied' or- 


| aud to depart, I ſet ſail, and got to the mouth of 
the channel, twenty- four hours before them. I fell 
in off Uſhant with a fleet of French merchantmen, 
coming from St. Domingo, part of which were 
Aveding” to Havre and St. Malo, whither they were 
bound: there came on a dead calm here, which 
laſted for three days. The force of the current drove 
down upon me two of theſe ſhips, each 500 tons 
burden. I hailed them, and warned them of the 
da nger chey were in, adviſing them to tack about 
and put ikto Breſt. I {poke to five of them in this 


matifier, one after the other; they. anſwered they 


would follow my advice, -and the reſt of the fleet 
ſhould d fo alſo. I ſtrove is much as I could to 
get into Breſt, during the calm, but 1 found it im- 
poſſible, notwithſtanding the lightneſs of my ſhip. 


T his was a my tifeairaſtance fer the Freneh ele ; 


vw 42 . * 
. 2:43 1 1 * a - 4, 85 


© He walociery lune . for it vas buly A krick Wklelt he by 
played to rob me of the money. One of his friends was, the 
pretended ſtate-meſſenger, as I was informed two months after- 
; wards by a nephew of his, whom he had ufed ill, and who, to be 
revenged'of him, came and told me of the fratidꝭ in which he had 
borne a part. I neyer once ſpoke to his uncle about it, being 
afraid, that when he found himſelf deteRted, he would 15 : Jufluced 
to play m me ſomeè worſe e 
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ſels, for when the Fe was over, inſtead, of follow- 
ing my advice, they failed. for the channel. I was 
ſo vexed at their bad conduct, that I fired a broad 
ſide upon each, which forced them to change their 
courſe. TWO amongſt. them, of 500 tons bur- 
then, that had got farther up the channel than the 
reſt, ran a-ground in attempting to fave them- 
ſelves. - I wounded ſome of their men, and forced 
the others to enter Breſt, by the paſſage du Four. 
In paſſing, before Bertbaume, 1 fell in with wo 
frigates as they were coming out of the Gullet. 1 
threw out the ſignal for ſpeaking. They laid to, 
and ſaid they were ſent out in purſuit of a privater, 
that committed great ravages on their coaſt. Upon | 
telling them that I was. the privateer they were in 
purſuit of, they caſt anchor. After I had brought 
my ſhip, into the harbour „I vent to Count d Or- 
villiers to inform him of che ſailing of the Engliſh 
fleet of merchantmen, of the courſe they were to 
ſteer, and of the different places of rende vous. He 
ſent out a ſquadron of ſix men of war and ſeveral 
frigates to cruiſe in the latitude in which the Eng- 
liſh. eo were to n Gs m_ OO: their 
=." 


| we was received about a fortnight after- 
wards, that whilſt the ſquadron from Breſt, was 
cru * in the latitude above mentioned: the fleet 
| of 


EF EE! 


E 1 
of Engliſh merchantmen paſſed ſo near ent at ten 
o'clock at night, as to diſcover by their lights who | 
they were; 2 conſequence of which, they crowded 

fail and changed their courſe. In the morning, at 
the break of day, 'the French ſquadron deſcried 
three ſhips lagging behind, which they took, and 
learnt from them that they were a part of a large 
fleet of merchantmen, hcl were only convoyed 
by a ſingle man of war.” If the French ſquadron 
had got "there two hours later in the evening, or the 
* Engliſh fleet two hours ſooner, they would proba- 


bly have been all taken ; ; but no "DN Was to blame 
1 _ | 


1 ſhall now return to what relates to myſelf. iy -- 
was on board an Engliſh privateer, well armed | 
and manned with failor s, who were determined to 
riſk every thing to make a bold ſtroke. Five or 
ſix merchant ſhips, were a fine fight to them, It 
would have been an eaſy matter for me to have 
manned three of them, and to have ranſomed the 
reſt, as the Engliſh fleet was ſo near that I could 
not fail of falling in with it in four hours time. 
-During the courſe of a week that I continued in the 
midſt of theſe ſhips, I came up to two of them, 
ſpoke a long time with them, by which they per- 
ceived my crew were Engliſh, They confeſſed 
that if I had I them to ſtrike, they would 


have 


1 * 


1 1 reſiſtance, . Ltd 
letters of marque, and could therefore have made 
Prises of theſe. ſhips.; but 1 prevailed upon my 
crew to let them go, upon promiſing, each of them 
ten pounds ſterling, as ſoon as we ſhould get into 
Breſt. Some of them, however, were not fatisfied 
With this, but my captain ſnewed great firmneſs on 
this occaſion, threatening, to knock the firſt man 
on the head who-ſhould make "my T Algronbas | 
it, which JE zen nie- 451305 E 
1 did not feel cotnfortable all. the ai Ke were 
within ſight of one another; the captain and the 
crew might cally have changed their mind, and 1 
am to this day quite at a loſs to know how he copld 
reſiſt t the temptation. of taking theſe ſhips; which, 
upon an average, were worth 500,000 French 
livres a piece. He, might the more eaſily have 
done this, as he knew that I ſhould not dare to 
take any ſort of revenge upon him in England, 
and that | he would have enriched himſelf in this way, 
withqut danger ; ; but he, was faithful to his engage 
e * rer were uſeleſs. 
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1 Fery on 1 pn gs ning French Tall 
taken from the Carnatic, a veſſel belonging to 

the French Eaſt-India Company, which anchored | 
e * fide of me in che Fhames. Theſe nine fai- 


lors, 
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lors, amon 3 were the maſter and the mate, 
appeared t. tome to be courageous people, therefore t. told 
them of my apprehenſions reſpecting the behaviour 
of the crew, and propoſed to arm them ſecretly, to 

which they conſented ; and with the help of a dag- 
ger, a cutlaſs, and a brace of piſtols, with which 
they were furniſhed, they would have diſabled 25 
part of my crew from fighting, if they! had arternpted 

to mutiny, and the reſt would then have ſybrairred 
from fear; but all theſe” precautions were 1 5 ; 
bay, as they all ch ook in fubj jection. 
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bour, the Admiral gave "out orders, that no bol 


ſhould come aboard my ſhip. At the fame time ] 
forbid ; my people to quit, her on any pretence what- 
ever. 1 ſupplied the crew with as much freſh pro- 
viſions as they \ wanted, for the whole mont 1 they 
continued in the harbour. wa moreover. di 
amongſt them, as a reward for. their. good beha- 
 viour, a gratuity of $ool. fterling, viz. ten pounds 
to every failor, and the reminder to the officers. 
Two days after my arrival I I ſet out from Breſt > 
go to Verſailles,” in compliance with the orders 
which I had received from the miniſter. I inform 


ed him of every occurrence, andi in conſeguenee of 
the manner in which he ſpoke. « of. me to the King, 


his majeſty a was 5 pleaſed & to grant me a i penſion . 0 


e alter 1 had anchored i in batt k 


Tho 


6 


:6000 livres. 1 here ſubjoi oin a copy of he Etter 
which the miniſter did me the honour to write on 
5 5 9 on the 785 of Ht 1779. 

ee ITY 3 2 | 
&« Si haye laid before the Ven an account 405 the 
Erie you have hitherto, rendered to government, 
5 and his majeſty 18 pleaſed with the ardent and in- 
5 defatigable zeal which you have difj played, and of 
which he truſts you will continue with unabated ar- 

dour, to give additional proofs. In order to fur- 

niſh you with the means for ſo doing, and to give 
you at the ſame time a teſtimony of his ſatisfaction, 
his majeſty has juſt granted you a penſion of 6000 
livres a year, beginning from the iſt of January 
in the preſent year; 3. "which ſhall be paid, to you, 
either wholly out of the marine de partment, or at 
leaſt part ofit, and theremainder from the department 
for foreign affairs. It is with pleaſure that I ac- 
quaint you with this inſtance of his majeſty's favour, 
which I am perſuaded will increaſe your attach. 
ment to his ſervice. Tt Es 

l I have the honour to be, Kc. | 

5 eee De SARTINE.” 
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1 
> * 


my account of: the ſtate = the ns ports and 
harbours, and the method of attacking them, which 


1 pointed out, having been examined before a 
board 


1 


board of miniſters, it was there determined that if 
matters were ſuch as I had repreſented, it would be 
for the intereſt of the ſtate to carry my meaſures: / 
into execution, and to take advantage of the ene- - 
my's negligence ; but as I had mentioned ſeveral 
extraordinary circumſtances which they could not 
readily credit, they reſolved, at the ſame time that 
they accepted my propoſal, to appoint an officer on 
whom they thought they could depend, to go over 
with me to England, to examine into the truth of 
what I had related, and to ſet me right in any par- 
ticulars in which I might have been miſtaken, The 
perſon appointed was M. de B-—, an engineer in 
the army, who was in conſequence ordered to re- 
pair to court. ; 


When this officer came, 1 went wich him to a . 
raimiſter for the war department, where he was in- 
formed of the commiſſion on which they wanted 


to employ him. Prince de. Montbarey told him, 
that if he would conſent to go, he ſhould be re- 


warded with the Croſs of St. Louis, be promoted 


to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, and have a pen- 
ſion of 4000 livres (1661. 138. 4d.) ſettled upon 
him; and he promiſed, if we ſhould execute our 
commiſſion ſatisfactorily, that he would raiſe me to 
the rank of colonel, make me a knight of St. Louis, 
and give me a penſion. He made uſe of theſe 
„ | . expreſſions, 
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known © to you.” 5 


E 62 7 


expreſſio ns, 88 I ; am authoriſed by the king to pro- 4 


. miſe you th eſe favours 3 ſuch are the i intentions of 


his majeſty, which 1 am commanded to make : 


. * 


-;, 


M. as B—— required twenty-four bowl to con- 
fider upon the dapgers of the undertaking, and at 
laſt determined to engage in it. The miniſter, af- 


ter having put into his hands ſome written direc- | 


tions, made him a prefent of 12,000 liyres (Sol. 1 
which was immediately paid him; after which we 
ſet out for Breſt. The very day we got there we 


As M. de B—— wiſhed to make his firſt obſerva- 
tions at Plymouth, we ſteered for this port, and 
got there the following day, in company with a veſ- 


el from America, which anchored in the Sound 


* with us, by the ſide of the ee 


As iniaforniine would have it, my crew Ks, all. 
nk at the time of anchoring, which had like to 
ave occaſioned ſome very ſerious conſequences.  . 


of the ſhip, and where we came from, my captain, 
who was intoxicated, gave an inſolent anſwer, The 


captain of the guardſhip was gone to ſleep. at the p 


Dock. The lieutenant, who commanded i in his 
place, . offended at * _ ordered out 
. EL 
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embarked in my ſhip, and Failed without delay. 
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The guard-ſhip having hailed us to know the name 


and M. de B- 


15631 
his long boat, and boarded us with 25 armed men. 
We were ſitting quietly at ſupper When he entered 
the cahin with a part of his men, and in an impe- 
rious tone, inſiſted upon knowing to whom the ſhip-- 


belonged, and who it was that has: S uch. an 


inſolent anſwer. Loi 


M. de B—— being ck e frightened, | ran e 
upon deck, and hid himſelf amongſt the ſailors. 
My captain, quite confuſed at ſeeing the ſhip board- 

edi in this manner, anſwered imprudently, it belongs . 
to this gentleman, pointing to me. Both myſelf 
were dreſſed like common ſailors. 
The lieutenant; ſurpriſed to ſee me in ſuch a dreſs, f 
aſked me if it was true that the ſhip was mine; 
I anſwered yes, in French. He was ſtill more aſto- 

niſhed to ſee the captain diſconcerted. He faid it 
* was his duty to arreſt us, and to take me, as the 
owner of the ſhip, to the Dock. Ext 


In croſſing the deck, to g down. into the long : 
boat, 1 paſſed by M. de B——, ſhook him by the 
hand, and gave him a hundred guineas, which I 
had in my pocket. I ſpoke to two ſailors, on 
whom I could depend, to take care of him, and 
carry him off, if poſſible, the next day; after which 
I quitted my ſhip. About x o'clock in the morning, 
as we were near the Dock, I aſked the lieutenant if he 


knew 


166217 
knew Mr. ——»*. I know but little of him my- 
ſelf, faid he, but the captain of the frigate is inti- 
mately acquainted with him. Since that is the 
- caſe, ſaid I, we will call upon him. When we got 
to the Dock, I was taken to the Navy-office, where 
we aſked for Mr. z they deſired me to 
walk into the parlour? with my guards, and wait 
while he got up. He was rather ſurpriſed to ſee 
me, but without loſing preſence of mind, he in- 
quired into the reaſons of my. being arreſted, and 
then faid to the officer in a firm tone of voice, you 
are to blame for' having moleſted this gentleman ; 
you may go back on board your ſhip again, and 
withdraw the ſoldiers immediately from the ſloop f. 
He afterwards took me a part, and 1 told him the . 
whole affair. He perceived that we were in an 
aukward ſituation; and left me to write to M. de 
Sartine, to acquaint him of the danger which threat- 
ened us; I alſo wrote to my principal agent in 
London, to put him upon his guard. Theſe diſ- 
patches were given to one of my couriers, | who 
ſet out e delay. 


| Whilſt I was engaged in ng my agent x went 
for the captain of the frigate, with whou, he e. 


@ A perſon in office, my correſpondent. 
I think it neceſſary to Oey Arte of ſoldiers who accom- 
* 9 8 | 


„ 1 
earned about four o'clock in the morning, and upon 
giving him a draft for 1500l. ſterling, upon my 
banker in London, he went on board his ſhip, and 
withdrew the twenty men, who had been left to 
guard the ———>, my ſhip. He had all his re- 
collection about him on this occaſion, and in order 
to prevent any ſuſpicion reſpecting the agreement we 
had juſt made, he informed my captain, who was 
on board the frigate, of the manner in which we 
had ſettled the buſineſs, and bid him go immedi- 
ately and clear our veſſel of every thing which could 
give riſe to ſuſpicion; in conſequence of which, as 
| ſoon as he got to her, he threw all the caſks of bran- 
dy and wine overboard, to prevent people from 
en where the veſſel came from. 


| r {oe back 

to my ſhip, and found M. de B— in the hold, 
| covered up in his hammock, in which he had hid- 
den himſelf all the night ; weembraced one another 
er. 5 


1 3 
caſks as they could out of the water again; ſeyeral of 
them were picked up not damaged amongſt the rocks 
on the ſhore; the reſt were ſtayed. They brought 
them into Plymouth, together with two bags, con- 
1 wa cambrick, and ſome 

70 : - | * other 
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other goods, which, in conſequence of giving them 


ſome money, the cuſtom-houſe officers carried up | 


into the town. M. de B=—and 1 changed our 
Areſs, and afterwards went to Plymouth to take poſ- 


| Tflion of an apartment which had been engaged for 


2, «rf, 


* 
. 
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The ſaifors, who had hah ike on at our tip, 
whining they had got a ſure prize, laid hands' upon 


every thing they could carry off. I complained of 
33 treatment, and in order to make it appear that 


things were done in the regular train, the lieu- 
renant was fined ten PR_ for the eee . 


— one 4 253 "3:2 2 x* $444: 


M. de B — employed kimnſelf for the three 
firſt days in reconnoitering the fort, which he exa- 


"mined Within ſide and without, and afterwards the 
"different harbours and roads. On the fourth day, 


on our return from the Dock, at fix o'cl6ck in the 
evening, we found at che door of the houſe where 
we lodged, ſix ſoldiers and a coach. This was no 


pleaſing ſight, but we could not avoid going in. 


. We' found in the parlour a perſon in command at 
"the Dock, to whom our landlord introduced us. 
He received us without getting up from his chair. 
"EF thought this a bad omen at firſt ; but it was only 
the effect of an indiſpoſition, which prevented him 
from irring, WY have Heard, Sir, ſaid he, that 


ce you 


CY 


1 


tot 


« you have been here three days; I am come to 
te pay my reſpects and offer my ſervice to 1 
<« thought I ſhould have had the honour of ſeeing 
« you at my houſe in the Dock; perhaps the or- 
ce ders there are not to admit any foreigners, have 
ce prevented you; but we will ſet aſide this difficul- 
c. ty in your caſe, and I hope you will come and ſee 
ic me; I will entertain you in the beſt manner I can.” 
I was ſo much ſurpriſed at what he ſaid, that I was 
hardly able to make him an anſwer; I recovered 
myſelf however enough to tell him how ſenſible I 
was of the honour he did me, and that if it had not 
been for thoſe orders (which however I knew no- 
thing of) 1 ſnauld moſt certainly have ſatisfied the 
deſire I had of paying my reſpects to him, and of 
formüng an acquaintance with a perſon of ſuch great 
merit; and that ſince he permitted me to have 
that honour, I ſhould wait upon him the next time 
came. After; exchanging many compliments, we 
began to talk upon different ſubjects. The con- 
verſation turned of courſe upon the ſtate of the fort; 
I aſked him if there was a ſtrong garriſon, and if 
it was well provided with proviſions and ammuni- 
tion. He anſwered all theſe queſtions without the 
leaſt reſerve. We have not, ſaid he, ſo many 


as three hundred militia-men in the Dock; all our re- 


gular ſoldiers have been taken to America; and the 
1 number of workmen i in the Docks, employed 
| + "WL >: 


1 6 1 

in building fix ſhips of the line, does not amount to 
four hundred. ' With regard to proviſions, we ſhall 
have plenty, as they are making preparations here 
for victualling the whole fleet; but we have no 
ammunition left us.” After a converſation of two 
hours, he took leave of me, with _ EO 
"0 cſteem WOES FAS es 


a einde tes 
the time this viſit laſted, and whotrembled at every 
queſtion I put, had not entirely got the better of 
his fears afterthe-gentleman was gone; but inſiſted 
upon going and ſleeping on board my ſnip, where 
he thought he ſhould be ſafer. I was obliged to 
make uſe of my authority to prevent the boatmen 
from taking him there, which was a very lucky 
circumſtance for him; for if Thad ſuffered him to go, 
it would have been all over with him, and we ſhould 
yy _ reduced to the greaeſt Gilfioulties-” a 
8 i - LD ogg 2187. 83 NDS. 
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Docks the day before, to go to America; and lay 
at anchor near the at, waiting! 8 a 1 , hom | 
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1 1 years ago fi ſince 1 rectived this ae; EY Tean 
only attribute to the manner in which my correſpendent'there had 
been pleaſed to ſpeak of me to him, and to the view which he might 
thereby have, of ſcreening both of us from any ſuſpicions, to which 
the affair reſpedting m wy ſhip * have given nie. 
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[ 69 J 
the number of her crew was very ſmall; ſhe ſent 
out her boats in the night, to preſs men from on 
board three other veſſels beſides mine, which were 
in the harbour. They only left on board my ſhip 
a cabin- boy, and the ſecretary, who had hidden 


himſelf amongſt ſome caſks, All the failors and 


officers were taken and carried on board the man of 


war in their ſhirts, If M. de B—— had been 


amongſt them, he would have ſhared the ſame 
fate; the fright he would have been in, his lan- 
guage, every thing would have betrayed him, and 
OP have expoſed 1 us to 2 danger. 


At foven 0 (clock i in the morning we . of this 
new. vexation; which it was not an eaſy matter to 


remedy. After having conſidered every method, 
I reſolved-upon the. boldeſt, viz. to go on board 


the man of war, and demand my men back again. 
Upon being refuſed by the captain, who pleaded 


his want of failors, I went to the Dock, and called 
upon the officer who had behaved fo politely the 


day before. I aſked him to interfere in getting my 


men back again, which he readily did, ſending with 
me an officer furniſhed with orders to the captain 


of the man of war, who in conſequence returned 


me all my people, excepting the cook, whom he 
_ WIE he apologized to me as well as he 


F 3 | could, 


nod: 
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1 5 Seeg Weident coming on in this manner, one 
after the other, alarmed M. de B ſo much, 
that he would have quitted ſucli a diſagreeable place 

immediately, if he had finiſhed his obſervations; 

dar! it * hing' two os more to Epe them. 


rer 
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There were "ESAD. French merchant thips, © to 
be ſold by auction, in Plymouth harbour ; 1 bid 
for a part of them, and got nine for the ſum of 

4, 600l. ſterling ; which, as ſoon as M. de e 
had finiſned his obſervations, I ſent to London un- 
der the care of my failors. They were ſold there 
for 13, 14, and 1500l. ſterling a piece. By this 
ſpeculation I gained, after deducting what J gave 
as a preſent to my men, the ſum of 7,000], ſterling, 

or 168,000 French livres. 1 alſo purchaſed, but 
on the king's account, the —, 2 privateer of 
14 guns, compleatly fitted out, for the ſum of 
1᷑, 200l. ſterling, I meant ſhe ſhould replace my 
ſecond ſhip, which ſtood in need of repairs ; and 
beſides. this, it was of conſequence to have two 
veſſels ready to execute the Ton Nr n 
were in Sinnen. 4 
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I 
M. de B being much diſordered; by the ſea, 
we determined to ſend my ſhip to Portſmouth, and 
to travel in poſt-chaiſes. Before we ſet out, we 


went to ſee the French priſoners, amongſt every 
ten men of whom, I gave a guinea to be diſtri- 
buted ; as I had done before in all my former jour- 


nies. About eight o'clock in the evening, the day 
before we ſet out, they came and told me that 


ſome people out of doors wanted to ſpeak to me. 


I went to them, and found three ſailors, whom 1 
took to be Engliſhmen, who, as ſoon as they ſaw 
me, fell upon their knees. I aſked them what they 


wanted, and who had ſent them to me. We are 


Frenchmen, faid they, who have deſerted from a 


man of war; we are come to beg you to help us 
to make our eſcape; we were adviſed to apply to 
you by your cook; there are twenty of us, and the 
reſt of our companions are ſcattered about in dif- 


ferent plates, but will come to you in the night, 


your cook tells us that you have reſcued above four 
hundred of our countrymen, by carrying them, at 
different times, into France.“ I had never before, 
found myſelf in ſuch a dilemma. Was it a ſnare- 


which the captain of the man of war laid for me, 


to be revenged becauſe I had got my men back 
again from him; or were they really deſerters in 
diſtreſs? The deſire of aſſiſting my countrymen in 


ſuch a ſituation, got the better both of my own .. 
1 F 4 | | and - 


L * 1 
and of M. de Bs fears ; for enn 
ſeeing every thing in a gloomy Point of view, 
thought he ſhould be undone by this good action. 
I ordered a maſter boatman, who was conſtantly 

with me, to take theſe ſailors on board my ſhip, 
as well as the others who might come in the night 
and aſk to ſpeak with me. Before I ſet out, & 
learnt that ſeventeen of them were got on board; 
they weighed anchor at eight o'clock in the morn- 
ing, and were reſtored to their country. Juſt as 1 
was getting into the chaiſe, one of the three re- 
maining deſerters came up to me. As my ſhip 
had failed, there was only one method of ſaving 
him; which was to drefs. him as my ſervant, and 
place him behind the carriage. Some time mt 
Ven att 0 


We paſſed n Taviſtock, a ml . 

_ which was made a place of confinement for French 
officers upon parole. They had only been allowed 
to walk to the diſtance of half a mile; but at my 
requeſt, and in conſequence of à letter which I 
wrote to one of the general commiſfaries, the per- 
ſon who had the care of the priſoners, extended. 
their walk to three miles. Our journey to Briſtol 
took up two days. After M. de B—— had recon- 
noitered this place, and I had diſpatched ſome bu- 
ſineſs which — my 3 we proceeded 
for 
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| Without . ans + we ſer gt — 
Portſmouth, where we arrived at ten o'clock ar 
night. M. de B-— employed two days in re- 
connoitering this ſea· port, and the town of Goſport, 
after which he wiſhed to go to the Ifle of Wight, 
dut the ſea was ſo rough that we could not embark. 
Being thus diſappointed, we went by poſt to 
Southampton, where I hired à ſmall loop, the maſ- 
ter of which was in my intereft, being the ſame per- 
| ſon that conſtantly took the goods away from Hurſt- 
Caſtle, The ſea was ſtill very rough when we ſet 
fail, and M. de B—— was ſo ſick, that I could not 
get him to go round the iſland by water; he there- 
fore contented himſelf with reconnoitering as far as 
' the entrance of the Needles; and after he had ex- 
ammed the fortreſs of Hurſt-Caſtle, we landed at 
Yarmouth (in the Ie of Wight) where he reco- 
vered a little from his ſea-ſickneſs. From thence we 
travelled poſt to the different parts of the iſland, 
which we wanted to ſee. After completing our 


obſervations, we returned to the ſloop, which had 


gone to wait for us at St. Helen's, where a part of 
the Engliſh ſquad ron lay at anchor, the reſt being 
at Spithead; from thence we proceeded to Portſ- 
mouth. We ſaw the Victory fail out of harbour, 
where ſhe had remained ever ſince the engagement 
off Uſhant. As we had nothing more to do in this 
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pott, we went to London. M. de B made 

ſome obſervations along the Thames; after that we 

vent on board my veſſel, which was waiting for us 
at Dover; from whence we ſailed ere. e. 
. Att n. 


n ee e had pa ach: M. 7 
B3— 1 had laid out more than 50,000. French 
hvres, in extraordinary expences. After he had 
. given in the papers, containing his obſervations, 
chey were compared with mine, and were found to 
agree entirely. We were only of a different opi- 
nion with Inge NOPE 2 | 


Conformably pack aronhiſes che bade, 
M. de B— was made a knight of St. Louis, 
obtained a lieutenant-colonel's commiſſion, and a 
penſion of 4000 livres, to be continued to his wife 
and children after his death. With regard to my- 

ſelf, I received a colonel's commiſſion in the horſe 
troops, dated the 3d of June. Had not I alſo a 

night to expect the promiſed reward of the Croſs 

of St: Louis? For 1 had expoſed myſelf to much 
e eee * do been 8 had 
8 1 905 1 


2 


In conſequence of M. de e report, go- 
vernment determined to make the neceſſary ar- 
rangements 


1 * 1 


0 for attacking, not only Plymouth, bus 
alſo the Ine of Wight. M. de Sartine and myſelf 
had never thought of any thing, but making a ſud- 
den invaſion, the ſucceſs bf which, in conſequence 
of the ſteps I had taken, notwithſtanding all the 8 
accidents that might ariſe, was certain; but when 
my plan was laid before the miniſters; after it had 
been altered in ſome parts, and added to in others, 
it was at laſt entirely thrown aſide, though the pro- 
poſals it contained were plain and eafy, viz. I re- 
_ quired 4000 men for Plymouth, and 500 for Hurſt 
Caſtle; two men of war, two frigates, and two fire- 
ſhips. The men were to embark at Breſt, as if 
for America, and after they had got fairly out of 
harbour, were to be put under my direction. By 
means of my ſhips, I received advice of all the ene- 
my's motions, and was alſo informed by other means 
of every thing that paſſed in the Engliſh cabinet. 
I could go to Plymouth, as fafely as. I could go 
from Breſt. They were perfectly ſupine in Eng- 
land, and had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of the danger 
that threatened them: but the French miniſters . 
thought the meaſures which I pointed out, were too 
feeble, and wanted to make a great affair of it; which 
very circumſtance was likely to render the ſucceſs 


. 
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M. de 
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M. 8e B and myſelf, were ordered to lay 
before: the. Count de Vaux, our papers containing 
the ohſervations and arrangements we had made in 
England: after examining the ſame, he drew up a 
plan for attacking Portſmouth, agreeably to the mi- 
niſter 's intentions; and inſtead of 4,500 men, and 
2000, 000 of livres, Which, with. certainty of ſuc- 
oeſs, I required; they brought together an army of 
30,000 men, and expended $0,000,000. of livres 
(bg, 3331. 68. 8d.) to no purpoſe, as I had been 


war department, ſor the Croſs of St. Louis, but 
could not obtain it, as I had loſt his favour, for 
_ reaſorts which, out of reſpect, I forbear to mention. 
I was very much hurt at this refuſal, yet did not ſuf- 
fer it to abate in the leaſt. my zeal in the king's ſer- 
vice. M. de Sartine was aware of my vexation, 
and aſked me why I had not received the Croſs of 
St. Louis; I told him I was afraid it would never be 
confidence, with which his kindneſs had long ſince 
inſpired me; he ſeemed to feel for me, and expreſſed 
Bis fatisfaction at my attachment to him. He told 
me that it was not in his power, otherwiſe he would 
give me the Croix de la Marine immediately; add- 


4 0 0. | 
ing chat he could not with propriety 9 for it at 


preſent to Prince de Montbarey, but it 
for me againſt the time I ſhould j Join the =p He 
afterwards directed me to procure ſome Engliſh pi- 
lots for the combined fleet, and particularly for The 
Spaniſh men of War, the officers of. Wich were Very 
little acquainted with the channel. 1 8 
110 * 4 iM 

I told d chat all the money ich 1 9 re- 
ceived for the current expences, "had been Uifburſed 
by the xft of June; and that I ha been. obliged, to | 
lay out a good deal more for extraordinary purpoſes, 
and therefore begged. him to furniſh me with ſome . 
caſh. He faid, as I had ſome property of my own, 
he ſhould be glad if I would make uſe of it, and of 
my credit, to defray the expences of thou 
ſion with which 1 was charged, till the 3 
over, when he would reimburſe me: I hadatoo 
much eonfidence in him, to heſitate a moment: ahout 
fulfilling his wiſhes. I put into his hands à gene- 
ral ſtatement of what I had laid out, which exceeded 
by 116,060 livres, the money I had retgiveds as 
me ww ſeen INE the u Ems ee 1 
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baue recapitalation of mantis. Cn. "1 

French livres. 

2 ferentt times, to the iſt of January 1779. We 

x amounting to 28,7 50l. ſterling, or . 690,000 | 

Received at Breft i in the courſe of the month 
of March, by an order from M. de la 
Porte, upon the royal eau, 100l. 


| IN received —.— the 5 at dif. 


1 | N r "oy Anse 92 1 4454 2, 400 


"$..\ N * 


, + -4 


Sui recep woe iſt een 692,400 


10 # LE 


| cee ee of the N paid on n king's 


Fn: e e e ry Jah, 1779. vi. 2 
' © Frenth lrores, 
Arcording to the firſt ferding lte 5 2 e 
counts, che expences up to the iſt of Ja- 
© ma) 1779, der pſa gt mc f: 2900 
ſterling, or hors ge 
For, fix Cle cutrent - 3 at ie wh 
rate of 37, 368 livres per month, from 
the iſt of January to the 1ſt of July, 
amounting to 9, 342l. ſterling, or 224, 208 
1000l. ſterling paid to a ſtate- meſſenger, or 24, ooo 
$800]. ſterling diſtributed amongſt the crew 
of the ———, at Breſt, for their good 
behaviour at the time we fell in with the 
merchant veſſels off Uſhant, or 19,200 


TT = 
- — 


79 1 


| 1 | French bores 
Eames exPences o on a M. de 3— EO 
8 Viz. 2000]. ſterling, or. 5 9 48,000 | 


ms total of diſburſements to the iſt . 
July 1779; VIZ. 33.7 131. 108. d age 8 


* 
Des 


F. rom which, after geducting the mae re- 
.. ceived. from MFG; viz. 28,8 fakes, £1 


| 5 ſterling, 8 IOE 4 eee 5 
My 8 on the. hing's account. l 


exceeded my een n 106. 
Rerlingepr... 2213240 2: bart 4 16,724 ; 
1 £58 az EIN M15 EY Py 2 * Wr Tha 1 r 


Res of the fate of my cum mance. 
In hand on the. 1ſt of January 1779. the 


l 
ſum of 18,7501. ſterling, or 125 wy | 
i By profits ariſing Aa . ſhips: X * 


F 
1 . 


7000l. ſterling 0 Me 1 | P gr > TAO 5 . 30 . 


Sum total of money, which I ſhould have: = 
had in hand, on the 1ſt of July 1779 gibdee 
From which however, i in conſequence or... Zul 
my loſs, by the freighting of the Spa- ry. 
_ niſh ſhip, there was a deduction: amount- pas ag 


ing to 2000), ſterling, ne „ oc. 889 


1 


T&Y] | 
71 Fneb Lures. 
Belides — apof the ſums which 
had advanced for the king, amounting | 
t 0 4863. 108. ſterling, or 5 
1 Bock of which reduced the Wir ei n 


Asen in Kanz o thb il ef July as". | 
— 105. CT 5 453.276 


C43 


abseits bore (nity dete ce TOR 
|  Expeiiees, which I had incurred, from being obliged 
d increaſe the falaries' of my agents; but, as on the 
other hand, I did not let my money lie dead, the 
profits which I made in different ways from it, ba- 


lanced yin Ge GE Rte are not ſet 
nee e e eee 5 ane 


% 


In the mean time, the term of the agreement 
made wich my captain being expired, M. de Sar- 
tine, authoriſed me to renew it upon the ſame foot- 


ing; which 1 did on my laſt journey to 22 a 
q 10 Alis! 


— 4 


er dope afirmards 


96363 2 


Toft. as the French ee und er N 6 cpm- 
mand” of Count d' Orvilliers, were on he point of 
falling from Breſt, to join the Spaniſh fleet, and part 
of the French army had repaired to the place where 
they. were to embark; Tre preſented to the miniſ-. 
ter, that as che Engliſh iy would M 

RS. 1 


I 
fitted out in leſs than a month, it would be muck 
better, that Count d'Orvilliers ſhould go into the 
Channel with 32'ſhips of the line; and ſet about tlie 
invaſion immediately; than be ſent to the coaſt of 
Spain. If they had done fo, England would' have 


been reduced to a very awkward ſituation; for ſhe 


had not at that time 15 men of war fit to go out, 
fo that it would have been an eaſy matter for the. 
French forces alone, to execute the whole under- 
taking“; but government thought Proper, for 
reaſons, which it is not my buſineſs to enquire into, 
to i matters eee 
6 +. ALI 

. eee with k. de 8 
| 1 had acquainted my captain, and my principal 

agents in London, with the ſecrets of my deſigns 


againſt Plymouth, and had gradually excited in hem 


ideas of gain, which made chem capable of 
every thing: they were not much ſurpriſed at the 


vaſtneſs of my plans, and inſtead of remonſtrances, 
which I naturally expected, they offered to co- 
operate with me. I therefore informed them par- 
rat of the: nm 1 tad concerted, . he 1 


7 


„Tube truth or this den, was proved hates 
happened; for the Engliſh fleet did not put out to ſea for a month 
after the failing of the French ſquadron; and from that time, till the 
taking of the Ardent, the former were conſtantly reinforced * 
ſhips which Joined them, as faſt as they were fitted out. 
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L 8 1] 
- circumſtance, which could give us any doubt about 


dur ſucceſs, was the garriſon of 3o0 men at Ply. 


mouth. The perſon. belonging to the Admiralty, 
promiſe. he would get an order ſigned by the 
Engliſn for withdrawing the garriſon, a 
bannight before our project was to be put into exe- 
cution; provided we would engage to give him 
100. 000l.ſterling to be diſpoſed of as he thought pro- 
per. As this ſum was not to be paid till a month 


| © 


3 1 eee eee m 


Sartine che particulars of this new engagement, 
which required his ſignature; but he did not chuſe 


to put it to a bond for 3, 000, ooo of livres, in an 
affair of this nature. The buſineſs was therefore 
ſettled in a different way; viz. it was calculated 
that the taking of Plymouth, in conſequence of the 
adyantages the French king would gain by it, 

would be equivalent to 60,000,000: (a, 500, oo0l.) 


and it was agreed that they ſhould ſecure to me, as a 


reward for my ſervices, the twentieth part of every 
thing that ſhould be taken, without any reſtrictions 
Whatever with reſpect to the uſe of it. In conſe- 
quence of this, the following warrant n che eking 
e . 52580 | 


* This 


T0 6 1 


«This day the 5th of June 1779, the lag te- 
ing preſent at Verſailles: in conſideration of the 


important ſervices, which we have received from 


Countde Parades, colonel of horſe, and of the in- 
ſtructions which he has furniſhed for facilitating the 


execution of the enterpriſes, which may be under- 


taken by his majeſty's fleets: his majeſty has pro- 


miſed, and does promiſe, to the ſaid Count de Pa- 


radẽs, or the bearers of theſe preſents, in his name, 

the twentieth part of every thing, which ſhall be 
of Count de Paradẽs, whether the captures ſhall 
conſiſt ofſhips, forts, or contributions, &c. and in all 
caſes in which his majeſty's forces ſhall make them- 
ſelves maſter of a country or town; which ſhall not 
afford any contribution, he ſhall he recompenſed 
; þ bly to. the importance of the object, and 
according to his majeſty's. royal. bounty. In wit- 
neſs whereof, his majeſty has ſigned, with his own 


hand, theſe. preſents, and has ordered them to be 


ſealed, and counter- ſigned by me, one of his ma- 
2 5 eee e re 
e Signed, LOUIS. 85 

Underneath, DE n. 
e withthe Real Sea 
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Wiith the title which this warrant gave me, toge- 


ſucceſs of the operations, I thought I had a ſecurity, 

not only for the money which I had already ad- 
vanced, but alſo for that which I was going to ad- 
vance, and likewiſe for all the engagements I ſhould 
-enter Fino; on account of the e 8 | 


| 26 | ther with the perſuaſion. which 1 ſtill had of the 
| 


«* - 


5 1 l to > Raghu bew my agreements 
| ; wheih for a year to come, procured ſome Engliſh 
| Pilots for the combined fleet, and completed the ne- 
| | ceſſary arrangements for the ſucceſs of the different 
= -undertakings. All our agents who were let into 
| the ſecret of the deſign” upon Plymouth; thought 
| they had a right to demand an addition to their 
| ſalaries; accordibgy muy captain required ' 3ool, 
| ſterling more a' month, for himſelf and his crew; 
the perſon belonging to the Admiralty, 1 fol. the 
=_ principal agent at London 100l. the agent at Ply- 
| mouth 60l. the agent at Portſmouth 30l. the reſt 
| -were contented with their former pay. I did not 
| - think proper to diſpute about the terms, with peo- 
| ple who ſerved me ſo well, and to whom, conſider- 
| ing the nature of the circumſtances, I would as 
| readily have given twice as much, if they had aſked 
| for it. All theſe ſums added together, made an 
| addition of 6401. Rerling per month, to which the 
' miniſter made no gn. | | 
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A ew days atter my arrival, M. de Sartine order- 


ed me to prepare for going to Breſt, from whence I 


was to proceed to join the fleet, which was expected 


to arrive every day. After ſettling my family af- 
fairs, I went and received: from the miniſter, my 
final orders on the evening of the 26th of June, and 

| left Verſailles the next day. I got to Breſt on he. 
firſt of July, and there delivered into the hands of 
the Marquis de la Prevalaye, the miniſter's letter, 
which contained orders for the Glory frigate, com- 
manded by the Chevalier de Bavre, to take me on 
board, _— me to the fleet. 


J went on — her on the 2d of July, but ſhe 
continued at anchor ſome days longer, to complete 
her ſtore of proviſions. We afterwards anchored at 
Berthaume, that we might lay more in the way for 
joining the fleet. The orders of the Miniſter were, 
that ſhe ſhould not go out to ſea, leſt the diſpatches 

from Government, with which ſhe Was charged, 
e Cap N 


| Ste time after I had gone on board, upon hear- 
ing that Prince de Montbarey was come to Breſt, I 
went there to communicate to him ſome very inte- 
reſting news, which I had received from England. 
I ſtaid there two days, and afterwards went on board 
again. At the ſame time, I ſent M. de Sartine an 

8 * e account 
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L 36 J. 1 
account of the intelligence which I had received at 
fea, informed him alſo that the Engliſh pilots“, 
which I had been ordered to procure for the com- 
bined fleet, had been waiting off Uſhant, ever ſince 
the 1 5th, and added that I did not think it proper 
that their ſhip ſhould come into Breſt for obvious 


Alter waiting 38 4 wedeſeriec t 5 died 
fleet in the morning of the 7th of Auguſt, and there- 0 
fore failed from Berthaume at 10 Oclock, and] wm 


ed them at night, to the leeward of Uffrant f; T 

went on board the admiral's ſhip the ſame evening, 
to deliver the diſpatches with which I was charged 
by government. I found Count d'Orvilliers fad and 
_— vg, in 155 | ed 92 5 to the ace de- 


* Theſe POS h che 1 of 23, ſtood donc in about 
3, oool. ſterling, which on account of the long delay of the fleet, 


proved to be an uſtleſs expenee. Not being able re 
ed . they returned Men. 35 : | 


_ + It is difficult to conceive how the fleet came to fall to the lee. 
ward of thigiflandy according to the report of the officers, they con · 
ftantly ſteered for the. Scilly Hands, but by a very untucky concur- 
rence of circumſtances, they were borne upon the coaſt near Breſt. 
During the whole of their courſe, the wind bad blown from the 
wWeeſt, or fouth weſt point, which is the only platzble reuſon that 
can de given. After they had left Breſt, to fail for Spain, they fell 
to the leeward of Corronua, contrary to all rules; theſe blunders  * | 
were owing to the i ignorance of Wen who directed the courſe. 


ceaſe 


[ $5 


- ceaſe of his ſon; he allo. complained of the delays le 
had met with on the Spanith coaft, of the want of 


proviſions and water, and of the ſickneſs which pre- 
vailed in the fleet. I returned and ſlept on board 
the Glory frigate, which I quitted the next day, the 
$th of Auguſt, for the admiral's ſhip the IT 
WIL to the miniſter's 8 area | 


| The fame hay Thad a 4 


admiral, who repeated to me what the officers had 
already told me, viz. that on account of the wretched 


ſituation of their ſhips, arid of the lateneſs ofthe ſea- 


125 — a 0 of 2 may to ou any NY 


O ing to coltiaiy winds and a Oe and in con- 


ſequence of expecting a ſupply of proviſions from 
Breft, the fleet remained for a week within fight. of 


land to wn leeward of Uſhant®, 


As J thought it would be TER My to + an 
equal diſtribution of proviſions and water, I took the 


liberty to propoſe it; but was. anſwered that this 


would be contrary to cuſtom, Accordingly n no ſuch 
diſtribution was made all the time the fleet lay to, 


or were becalmed; but they were aſterwards obliged 


The vietualling ſhips were ready at Breſt, as the miniſter had | 
ordered; but the calm, or ſome other reaſon which 1 am unac- 
En Wm dong them from going out. 
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to have recourſe to it at a time when the ea was 


very rough, and when en * oy Ws other- 
m_ payed: 


of 8 to ts Ami chat i it would be thay 
ter to double Uſhant, and wait for the victuallers at 


the mouth of the channel, as by this means we 


could eaſily intercept a rich fleet of Engliſh mer- 


chantmen, of whoſe arrival I had received advice*. 
But this propoſal was adopted too late, in conſe- 


quence of che hourly expectation of the ee 7 


and in the end was 118 . 


On the (Se we at laſt et 1 of 14 
and ſteered for the channel, with a weſt ſouth welt 
wind ; having previouſly ſent word to Breſt, for 
the victuallers to join us at the Lizard-point, where 
we were going. This day at noon, as we were ſaili 
in three diviſions to the north north eaſt, our van 
made fignals of having diſcovered ſeveral of the 
enemy” s ſhips, amongſt which we clearly perceived 
one of 80 guns, from the Bretagne; accordingly 
the ſignal for purſuit was thrown out to the chaſing _ 


— and to > ſome of thoſe i in the hg, and . 


* « This fleet, which was coming fm 40 entered the chan- 
nel on the morning of the x3th, convoyed by a few frigates, and a 
fingle ſhip of the line. If we had doubled Uſhant a day 4 I 


um convinced they Es of. been taken, 


whole 


k %9 1 
whole fleet continued its courſe till night, but ſet 
little fail; the ove veſſels were l _ in 
the evening. 


A obſerved to 5 FP hes the ſhips which- 
we had ſeen, were probably the rear guard, or a 
diviſion of the Engliſh fleet, which I knew had or- 
ders to keep in this latitude*;-and could not help 
expreſſing my ſurprize that the chafing ſhips had 
been called in, and that the whole fleet had not 
joined in the purſuit: I was anſwered that they had 
indeed diſcovered ſix Engliſh men of war, which 
they might eaſily take on their return; but that they 
were convinced that the greateſt part of the Engliſh 
fleet was not at ſea, but had put back into port, as 
foon as they had heard of the approach of the com- 
bined fleet. In confirmation of this opinion, they 
had drawn different plans of Spithead, where 'they 
had repreſented the fleet as being placed i in the 
forms of a horſe-ſhoe, a ſquare, and other poſitions, 
which ſecured them from attack. In conſequence 


of ſuch falſe reports, our Wt was induced to give up 
the purſuit. 


* Theſe ſhips were in — the rear guard of oh Engliſh ſqua- 
dron, whoſe main body was ſome leagues to the weſt. It is there- 
fore probable that if we had continued to chaſe them, with our 
whole fleet, we ſhould have come up to them in three or four hours, 


as we had the wind in our favour; or at leaſt we ſhould have fatiſ- 
fied ourſelves that the enemy was out at ſea, © 


k 33 


2 


where to meet with our leet. 


[ 90 ] 


1 ſtill perſiſted however to zemark that it was 
much more probable that the Enghth fleet would 
keep at ſea, than remain at Spithead, where they 
might be bombarded from the iſle of Wight, which, 
as it was in a defenceleſs Rate, we might cafily take 
poſſeſſion of. But inſtead of attending to my argu- 
ments, all the officers; excepting the admiral}, were 
of opinion that it would be better to tack to the caſt, 


and proceed into the channel for the purpoſe of 


examining the 'enemy's ' motions. This eaſing 
however was not long perſiſted in, for thoſe very 
officers who had adviſed ir, deſired to leave the chan 


FF 


| This being the caſe, 1 tated Reo 
len, which were the only reſource and hopes of 
our fleet, had been ordered to come to the Lizard- 
point, without any other inſtructions, they would 
be liable to be taken by the enemy, who were be- 
" kind us. That even ſuppoſing they ſhould get 
there ſafe, they would not know where to find our 


fleet; that they might, through "miſtake, join the 


Engliſh . RY TREE d. dt i was 


| EG LE mat aticmpd- 
ed to come to the Lizard-point, agreeably to orders ; but they fell 
in with the Engliſh fleet, which chaſed them for 24 hours: luckily 
however, they got back to Breſt, without loſing a fingle veſſel; and 
thought it prudent not „ know 


1 


I d 2 55 
Gute proper to diſpatch a frigate to inform on 


of the courſe we were ſteering, and of the danger 
they would run; unleſs indeed we left ſix men of 


war to wait for, and protect them, and to watch 


ap rr oor ap ER motions. 


I was anſwered that there were not frigates enough | 
to ſend off at every moment“, that a fleet at ſea 
ſhould never be divided ; and that the ſox Engliſh 


men of war which had been ſeen, would be gone 


- quite off the coaſt; This laſt obſervation made one 
of them ſuſpect that thoſe ſix ſhips had come there 


for the purpoſe of diverting the combined fleet, and 
drawing i it away from the channel into the open ſea. 


This opinion was univerſally received, and from be- 
ing at firſt a mere conjecture, it was afterwards look - 
ed upon as a certainty, They wondered it had ne- 
ver occurred to them before, that ſuch a ftratagem 
was poſſible ; though I was perſuaded that nothing 


of the kind was intended, for the enemy ran much 
leſs riſk by watching us, with all their forces united, 
than with a ſingle diviſion; which n * 
W ARE; 


* 


* No Set hab ever fo many tue us ating iy for hey 
amounted to 25. 


+ They had juſt admitted the a of a Aiviion of the Engliſh 


fleet, and yet immediately afterwards ſaid that the meaſure was im- 


Fan, and . to the rules of War. 
On 


T0 

On the 1 5th, at ſeven o'clock in the morning, as 

we were ſteering to the North with the wind in the 
Weſt, we diſcovered land, and therefore tacked 
about and ſteered into the Channel, in ſight of the 
enemy's coaſt, bearing down to the Eaſt-North- 

The admiral began now to inquire for the pilots - 
with which I was to provide the combined fleet; 
I told him that after they had remained at ſea for 
fix weeks, in fight of Uſhant, they were obliged. 
to put back to Plymouth, from whence they would 
come and join us whenever ſent for. I then put 
into his hands an exact deſcription of this port, 
which had been /#/4 to France, and of which we 


could take poſſeſſion without ſtriking a blow. In 


the mean time I propoſed to get on board ſome of 
the Engliſh fiſhermen, who being well acquainted 
with the coaſt, would, on being ſufficiently paid, 


act as pilots to the fleet. As the admiral told me 


he had very little money about him, I offered him 
2000 louis d'ors, which I had taken with me to 
pay the Engliſh pilots. He agreed to make uſe of 
them if there ſhould be occaſion, and ſaid that my 
plan for taking Plymouth ſhould be farther examined 
when we came nearer rat pans. 5 


On 


ES 


On the 16th, having che wind in the North-Eaſt, 
ee. Eaſt South- Eaſt at noon we came within 
ſight of the Sound, and anchored at the diſtance of 
about four leagues from Plymouth. It was now 
- deliberated whether weſhould proceed any farther, or 
whether, conſidering the wretched ſituation of the | 
French ſhips, it would not be more prudent to q 
return to Breſt, unleſs we ſhould chance to fall in : 
with the victuallers*, I repreſented to the admi- 
Tal, that if he returned back at a time when he had | 
it in his power to take Plymouth, he would cer- | I 
tainly be cenſured by the Court, who would never 9 
believe that the difficulties were ſo great as the i 
officers had ſtated ; that he had drawn upon himſelf 
the attention of all Europe, and that his country | 
expected great things from him; and that if he q 
gave up the invaſion, and returned to Breſt, he 
would run the riſk of being ſtript of the laurels PF 
he had gained in the courſe. of 60 years ſervice, | 
He e anſwered, by complaining, that in ſpite of his 4 


© But we had left om behind, without leaving orders vehons b 
they were to find us. In anſwer to this, it was faid, that we 1 
might receive ſome ſupply of proviſions from St. Malo or Havre; 

but was it likely they ſhould be better acquainted in thoſe ports 

with the diſtreſſed fituation of the combined fleet, than at Breſt. 
The officers plainly ſhewed, by their whole conduct, that they 
had perſuaded Count d' Orvilliers to proceed as he had done, lear- 
' ing the Victuallers behind, expoſed to the enemy, only for the ſake 


of returning to Breſt, under the reins of a want of proviſions, 
n ſo ending the ſeaſon. 
| remonſtrances 


* ] 
ices to the contrary, he had been com- 
pelled to fail-from Breſt and proceed to Spain, be- 
fore the fleet had taken in a proper quantity of 
_ proviſions ; and. that on his return, when his ſtores 
were almaſt entirely exhauſted, and his men ſick, - 
inſtead of being relieved by the expected ſupplies, 
he was obliged to proceed into the Channel with- 
out being able to act. Gillard and Du Pavillon f, 
ſaid he, will inform you more particularly of our 
diſtreſſed ſituation. Upon applying to M. de Gil- 
lard, he told me that they were really reduced to 
diſtreſs, by a total want of proviſions and water, 
Ny WR on 2 NI wary 
ee | 
n eee eee ee <a ak 


care to make the admiral believe, that the fleet would be &arved 
to death, if they did not put baek into harbour. 


3 A diſtinguilhed officer in the fleet, 5 4 en 166er 
of taQicks, and was perfectly acquainted with the pre 
CRE. 


WY eee tk heard os ens eee 
Fowela of ell rte, ſome more, ſome leſs ; all this was. in a. great 
meaſure conſumed, the tables were not ſo plentifully covered, and 
conſequently we had a powerful motive to return to Breſt. Many 
reaſons may be given for the diſeaſes which prevail in our fleets; 
amongſt which may be mentioned the putrid exhalations from the 
vaſt quantity of live-ſtock, which is always taken on board to ſup- 
Ply the luxury of the officers table. Amongſt other nations, an 

the N the principal officers live in a 8 


5 a 
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However, it afterwards appeared (for the fleet did 
not get into harbour till the 14th. of September) 
that the French ſhips had ſtill proviſions enough for 
a month, whilſt the Spaniſh ſhips had as much as 
| would ſerve them for three months. The number 
of fick might amount to about 3000 at fartheſt; and 
the number of thoſe who had died ſince they had 
been out, reckoning 10- men from ſome ſhips, 3 
and 4 from others, ay TIE 
ary ann to _— 209, © 2 | 5 

TE \# 
- 2h propoſed to the dm — . els dif: 
treſſes, in either of the following ways, viz. Firſt; 
Provided I was furniſhed with a ſufficient number 
of ſhips to enter Plymouth, I engaged in writing, 
and under the penalty of loſing my head, to bring the 
whole fleet to anchor in the Sound, and to ſupply 
them with the neceſſary proviſions ; or, Secondly, 
the fleet might anchor in Torbay, where I engaged 
in like manner to furniſh them in a week's time, 

with 600,000 livres (25, oool.) worth of bees 

for which I was to adyance the money. N 


The remonſtrances and oppoſition of his — 
| prevented the admiral from adopting, as he ſeemed 
inclined to do, the firſt of theſe Propoſals ; he how- 


RE LN TORE Sc. meſs almoſt the ſame as the 


ſailors ; of theſe laft, there is generally too great a number on board 
wo * 


ever 


26+ 


ever reſolved upon the ſecond, . viz. the anchoring 


in Torbay, tough Fo this mer. with ſore 0 e 
tion. 1 15 : | : 5 
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2 1 3 * . wind being in 
the Eaſt, and as we were ſteering in a line of bat- 
tle to the South South-Eaſt, in order to clear and 
get round the Start point, at ten o'clock we deſcried 
to the leeward, four ſhips lying to, one of which 
was plainly diſcovered to be a ſhip..of the line. 
Our people examined them for ſome time, and then 
agreed they were Spaniſh; ' I had an excellent teleſ- 
cope, by means of which I thought I diſcovered the 
Engliſh colours; but to make myſelf more certain, 
1 went up to the top-gallant maſt, where I con- 
firmed my firſt obſervation. - That L might be ſtill 
more certain, I counted the number of our own 
fleet, and found there were 22 in the van, and the 
ſame number in the rear. Our line of battle was 
complete; and at noon the Bretagne having tacked 
about to the windward, together with the whole 5 
Une, I had an opportunity of obſerving, that the 
ſquadron of obſervation, and the chaſing ſquadron, 
were both complete. After I had thoroughly ſa- 
tisfied myſelf that the ſhips in ſight were neither 

Spaniſh nor French, I came down. from the maſt, 
and. communicated my obſervations to the admiral; 
and upon ä him * were MANY Engliſh, 
M. de 


11 


M. de Vaugirot (aid major to the fleet) exclaimed, 
that it was very odd, after he had declared, and 
given his word of hondur, that he had diſcovered 
them to be Spaniſh ſhips belonging to M. de 
Cordova's ſquadron, a perſon ſhould, come and 
raiſe any doubts about it! I excuſed myſelf, by 
faying, that my teleſcope might perhaps have de- 
ceived: me; and no body repeated the obſerva- 
tions to contradict him. 1 may add, as a ſtill 
A farther proof that they were the enemy's ſhips, 
that, although we had made fignal to crowd fail 
ever ſince the morning, they till continued 
to lay to. But nothing could turn them from 


their opinion, and not a word more was faid 
on we _— a A | 


has we und kei Sins at noon, as above 
mentioned, we ſteered N. N. E. till night, = 
which brought us back again near the Sound; and | 
as the wind blew towards it, we might have very t 
eaſily entered; accordingly I recommended this 
meaſure once more, urging, that Plymouth was 
without defence, that the fort Was only guarded 
by a hundred invalids, and that there were not 
any other ſoldiers either in the town or the neigh- 
bourhood: that all the batteries were unfit to be 
- uſed, that the garriſan of St. Nicholas amounted 
| only to fifty men, and that the harbour was de- 
| IM: | — . 
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fended by a ſingle frigate only; ſo * one 
bold ſtroke we might take poſſeſſion of it, 


II X equired 600 men, a bomb-veſſel, and a fire- 


Mip, with which I engaged to take poſſeſſion of 
the fort. The admiral ſeemed willing to com- 
ply with my requeſt, but the officers repreſented 
to him that he had no expreſs order from the 
Miniſter, to entruſt me with any ſuch. .enterpriſe z 
that if I did: not ſucceed, as in all probability 1 


ſhould not, he ran the riſk of being reprimanded 


by the Court; that the land ſoldiers which had 


been taken on board refuſed to proceed“, and 


that the marines were not fit for ſuch an expedi- 
tion; that it would be firſt of all neceſſary to 
have the Miniſter's conſent in writing, for which 
they would apply by the firſt frigate that ſhould 
be diſpatched from the fleet; tliat moreover, it 
was not likely that the fort and harbour were in 
ſuch a defenceleſs ſtate; as I wiſhed to-. make them 


believe; that two large encampments had been 
diſcovered e the coaſt, one on each ſide of 


c . * There were on pound the admiral's chin a eb of 


the Burgundy regiment, the commander of which declared i in a po- 
fitive manner, that he would not ſuffer any of his ſoldiers to land, 
and at the hazard of their lives, engage in an expedition for which 


they were never deſigned; he had been ſent on board, he ſaid, to guard 


the ſhip, and would not quit her till he got to Breſt. I learnt after- 


wards, that he had been inſtigated to — out this . in vin 
gication of their refulgl. 


LW 1 
the Sound“, which was: a proof that the enemy 
were upon their. guard; that it was even very poi- 
ſible that the Engliſh fleet, which had not yet 
been met with, had retired into the Sound on our 
approach; and therefore that it would be firſt of 
all ney to go and make obſervations, 


I feplied, that I was certain I was right in every 
thing I ſaid with regard to the ſtate of the Sound 
and of the fort, and that I had concerted it ſo 
that we ſhould be ſeconded by people there, as 
ſoon as we appeared; that as the orders of the 
Court were to act offenſively, i it was left to the Ad- 
' miral to determine upon the meaſures that ſhould 
be taken, and to appoint any officer he choſe to 
head the expedition, and that the rank of colonel 
entitled me to ſuch command; that with regard 
to what they ſaid reſpecting the refuſal of the ſol- 
diers, I would eaſily remedy that, by taking fif- 
teen of the common ſailors, or even a ſmaller 
- number, out of every French ſhip; that the Spaniſh 
ſhips would not refuſe to give the ſame aſſiſtance; 

and that many of the marine officers had told me 


4. There was no real encampment, but merely ſome companies. 
of militia ſcattered along the coaſt ; and it would have required at 
leaſt twenty-four hours before they could have got together, as 

many as three hundred, cither at Plymouth or any where elſe. 


„ they 


6 as 


they ſhould be very glad to accompany me. 5 i 
ſpite of all theſe arguments, the Admiral yielded 
to the inſtances of the officers who wanted pre- | 
viouſly to reconnaitre the place. He told me in 
private, that my youth, together with the cir- 
. cumſtance of being a land- officer, were the rea- 
ſons why they objeRed; and that the want of a writ- 
ten order from the Minifter to that purpoſe, af- 
forded them a plauſible excuſe for oppoſing me. 


Having thus reſolved to reconnoitre the Sound; 

the Lougre le Mutin, commanded by the Chevalier 

de Roquefeuille was ſent on this ſervice. At fix 

© clock, the fleet had got between Eddyſton-light- 

hoyſe and the coaſt, and if we had continued i in the 
fame tack, we ſhould have reached the entrance 

of the Sound in an hour's time, as the wind blew 

to that quarter; but we were ſuddenly ordered to 

tack about, and ſteer to fea during part of the 
night, At eight o'clock the Couronne paſſed 

the ſtern of the Bretagne 5 but did not hail till 
ten o'clock in the morning, to inform us, that the 
Argent, an Engliſh man of war of 64 guns, had 
been taken by ſome of our frigates.. All were 
then very much ſurpriſed to find they had been 
miſtaken about the ſhips, which they | had ſeen 

the whole day before.- | 


* Several of thele officers had written to me, 8 me te 


give in their names to the Admiral, in order to be employed on my 
* if it ſhould take place. The 


> 
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The um which was e vy Clam: 
tain Boteler, had ſailed from Portſmouth, where 
ſhe had been juſt fitted out. Her crew conſiſted of 
about 559 men, of which not more than a hun- 
dred were ſailors; ſhe came out of port with her 
guns loaded, but without any ſtock of cartridges, 
which the Engliſh ſeldom make up till they are 
at ſea. She had been ordered to join the Engliſh 
fleet off the Lizard-point. The day after ſhe 
failed,. ſhe deſcried the combined fleet ſteering 
round the Start- point, and taking us for the En- 
glich, made towards us without any ſuſpicion; 
and even mancœuvred ſo as to fall into our line. 
The Juno frigate, commanded by M. de Marigny, 
on ſecing the Ardent, made ſignals to her, which 
ſhe did not anſwer ; whereupon . the Juno threw 
out the ſignal of an enemy's ſhip to the Couronne, 
which immediately bore down. At the ſame 
time, the Glory and the Gentille frigates came up. 
The latter fired a broad fide at her yards, and 
killed many of the men, who were reefing the 
fails, The Engliſh captain perceiving his miſ- 
take, attempted to gain the coaſt, but the Juno, 
by a bold manceuvre, croſſed her to prevent this, 
though ſhe was expoſed to all the fire of the Ar- 
dent. But this ſhip being unprepared for action, 
fired only a ſingle gun at a time, without being 
able to load again; the Couronne now came up 


Hz and 
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and opening her port- holes, preſented her broad 
ſide; but M. de la Touche-Treville, who. had 
the command of her, with a generoſity truly ad- 
mirable, kept from firing, in order to let the fri- 
gates, to which the Ardent was afcerwards obliged 
to Sr have we AE of. faking her. 75 
„O the 16th, two Italian Aer, Who had 
vols ſent in a boat from Plymouth, by the cap- 
tain of my ſhip, which was lying at anchor there 
with the pilots, had come ou board the Bretagne, 
to enquire why we did not come and take e poſſeſ= 
ſion of Plymouth, as had been long before | 
agreed upon. On queſtioning theſe ſailors, they 
declared that there was not a ſingle man of 
war in the Sound, that the Engliſh fleet had. been 
erviſing for a week paſt between the Start, and 
the Lizard: points, which” made People ſappole 
the combined fleet was the Engliſh, 10 they we were 
Able 8 to rer number f * 5 fg 


: "20 
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9 The refit of theſe men was not ſufficient 
to confirm what 1 had ſaid; eſpecially : as it was 
contradicted by M. de Roquefeuille, who on his 
return reported, that he had gone yery far into 
the Sound, and had diſcovered 9 men, of war 
of 80 guns, and 6 frigates, and had come ſo 
near them chat übe hoiſted their flag; and be- 
"> + WES 
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ſides theſe which he had diſtinctly counted, he 
had diſcovered the maſts of a greater number be- 
hind the fort.” - Nothing could be more poſi- 
tive than this; however, I was ſo certain that it 
Vas not the caſe, and ſo convinced that my cap- 
tain and the two ſailors would not deceive me, 
that I, did not believe a word he ſaid. I begged 
the Admiral to af M. de Roquefeuille, in what 
poſition they lay at anchor; to which he anſwered | 
that the large ſhips lay by the fide. of the walls 
of the fort, to the left of the n and. On 
dle dene yere ander out, fietD. © = 16225 


This n was. if reins to Ave na- 
ture of the place, that no body who knew any 
thing about Plymouth, could ſuffer himſelf to be 
impoſed - upon by it. For the fort is ſituated at 
the bottom of the Sound, upon a conſiderable ele- 
vation which joins to the. land. The town of 
Plymouth is behind it; to the left of the Sound 
is ſituated the iſland of St. Nicholas, which is 
formidable on account of the rocks and ſhallows 
about it. The only place in which men of war 
can conveniently anchor, is on the right ſide of 
the Sound, though they may indeed anchor near 
the fort, when obliged to it, either in entering, or 
coming out of dock. But the miſtake did not ſo 

_—_ confilt. in placing on the left ſide what was, 
"Baa 1 and 


TwTl 
and ſhould have been on the right, as in repre- | 
ſenting a number of ſhips, where chere were none 1 
beſides; how was it poffible to ſee any of them ys h 
hind a . bull upoR ſuch an en 


©. Theſs Snacks Hkich: 1 made, excited doe 
doubts; and accordingly a frigate was ſent out to 

reconnditre the place a fecotid time. When the 
returned, her report entirely coincided with the 
former, I was nom quite filenced; and it was ſets 
tled beyond diſpute, that the Engliſh fleet, ex- 
cepting the diviſion which had been ſeen off the 
Lizard-point, was blocked up, and the Magicienne 
frigate was diſpatched with this N co 
eee, 


1 190 reminded the Admiral of . hs: 
dene 1 had bn the truth ef what my agents and 
the ſailors had ſtated, I remarked, that it was 
hot probable that the obſervations which had 
been made by two different ſhips, © could agree | 
fo exactly, and that it was evident that they had 
met and compared notes, that they might net 
contradlict one another. 1 plainly told him, that 
as to myſelf, I not only ſuſpekted, but was even 
convinced that both their reports were falſe; 
and as a farther confirmation of this, I aſked him 
vw me gb this very night with the two failory 
| who 


t ies. 1 


who had come on board, and a officer afibednd 
fine, and examine the place by land; with a promiſe ; 
of returning the next day, either in the boat, or in 
my own fhip, which was at anchor in the Sound. 
The Admiral would not comply, as he was told 
that the officers who had made the obſervations were 
very well qualified for the purpoſe, and that it would 
be an inſult to doubt their accuracy. They even 
talk d of puniſhing as ſpies, the two ſailors who, às 
they faid, had brought a falſe report, and probably 
wich the intention of deceiving the en fleet. 


1 was known at our Court that the Engliſh fleet 
was cruiſing at the mouth of the Channel; and they 
moreover knew that the town and fort of Plymouth 
were deſerted, and that the invalids, and all the in- 
habitants had fled as ſoon as they. had diſcovered the 
combined fleet. They. alſo knew that there was 
not a ſingle man of war in the harbour, that all the 
batteries were unfit for uſe, and that they had no gun- 
powder left: what then muſt they have thought of 
the Admiral upon receiving his diſpatches, which 
ſtated that the enemy's fleet was blocked up; they 
muſt have ſuppoſed he was out of his ſenſes, this, 
however, was by no means the caſe. It was:cerfain- 
ly not his buſineſs to reconnoitre the Sound in his 
on ſhip, but to truſt to the report of the officers/of 
pe abllitics to whom he delegated that ſervice; 
theſe 
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theſerdfficers thereſore ought to have been tried for 
the falſe accounts they gave, and, together with the 
perſons cho recommended them, and oppoſed my 
landing, aſhould have received all the blame, inſtead 
of the: Rdmiral. Thus I ſaw the qbieck, to attain 
which Ii had been engaged for 18 months, and 
which had been attended with great fat gues, un- 
ceaſing cares, and extreme dangers, and upon 
Which the king had expended. above 158 00 
livres (SO. Nat Se ſirretrievably loſt, : 


0 Sth, de dated A o on bold 
iral's ſhip to gn ive an account of the .taking of 
9 t; ; the Ac | exprefied His  furprizc that 

15 e no tÞ roh ghit Sith him the captain, and ſome 
the e Dy the ſh hip, to examine them; he an- 
rl Ef chat they Hag already dofe ſo, and that the 
Neale ö ſh captanhad's plate, h he! knew nothing n more 
of t : Engliſh fleet, Except: that it was cruiſing 1 in this 
Jatitude, > and that he had met with his preſent misfor- 
| tune | from. miſtaking 1 us for them. On his return to 
Eogtand, this officer was tried by : a court- martial, and 
declare fot capable of Tferving ever: aftervvards; for | 
having mülzken 4 a fleet bf 65 "ſhips, for one of Ig — 


ALS, "NS ef 16-290 etw 560 . 440 Get van 
The weather now became ſtormy, and conc | 
ſo for ſeveral days accompanied With thunder, 
which damaged two of our ſhips;-in conſequence of 
which the Ardent took the place of one of them 


Slot! in 
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in the line. On the -23d the weather cleuled vp, 
and was almoſt; calm; and we were quite aſtoniſhed” 
to find we were more than 80 leagues to the 
welt of the 7 ane 1285 W 1 Wann : 
Epe Anis all 10 
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. On Si pare. Sch a PIR 1 from the 
North North-Weſt, it would have been eafy for 
us to have made up a part of our lee way; but 
the frigates. having deſcried twenty ſhips to the 
South South-Eaſt, | the ſignal was given for a 
general chaſe, which laſted two hours, when they 
were diſcovered to be our ſquadron of obſerva- 
tion. This prepoſterous purſuit, which carried 
us farther away, was owing to the e 3 
thoſe who had been appointed to look out? | 
the 2 z 5th. we had a fine breeze. The whole wie 
lay to at ſeyen o'clock im the morning, with or- 
ders for all the principal officers to come on board 
the Admiral's ſhip, to hold a council. The whole 
of this day was afterwards employed in e 
an equal d diſtribution. of proviſions and water, a 

buſineſs which Was the more difficult, as the 
ſea Was very rough. At ſeven O' clock in the 


evening, the fleet was ordered to fail under the. 
ft fail all the e 
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On the 26th, as; we were ſteering to the Eat 
North-Eaſt, under a briſk breeze from the South 
South-Eaſt, the ſignal was thrown out at noon of 
ſhips to the lecward; half an hour afterwards, 
the ſignal was made of having diſcovered twenty 
ſail, and then of 200. Theſe ſignals were repeat- 
ed through the whole fleet, when the admiral 
hoiſted the flag for | chafing, and every ſhip 
crowded fail in an inſtant. We continued chafing 
28 faſt as poſſible for nearly five hours; but we 
could not ſee any thing, and therefore began to 
be impalient.. At this time, the repeating ſhips 
of the van made the ſignal for giving up the 
chaſe. , They had been fadly miſtaken, for 72 
vas neither a fleet, nor yet a ſingle ſhip. 
eonſequence of this chaſe; we were drawn 84 
| fidetably out of our courſe, and it required à long 
time before we could regain the diſtance we had 
loft. On this otcaſion I could not help obſerv- 
ing, that if I was in the Admirat's place, 1 would 
hold a court - martial upon the officer who made 
the firſt falſe ſignals, in order to teach the reſt to 
be more careful in their obſervations in future; 
and I called to mind what I had before ſaid re- 
ſpecting the miſtake which had been cotmmitte 
in reconnoitring Plymouth ; and which was prove. 
to > be ſo by the account they had juſt collefted 
5 | from 
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from a cievirad veſſel, which tated ſhe had been 
hailed the day before by the Engliſh fleet, about 
twenty leagues farther to the Weſt, Theſe re- 
marks of mine were not at all liked, and only 
ferved t to create me enemies. 


On the ZE 28th, 29th, and Joh. nothing 
remarkable happened. We moved ſlowly to- 
wards the Channel. On the 31ſt at four o'clock 
in the morning, as we were ſteering in three diviſi- 
ons to the Eaſt-South-Eaſt, with aWeſt-North-Welt 
wind, we diſcovered the Engliſh fleet at the diſtance 
of about three leagues to the leeward, The ſignal 
was immediately given for forming a line of battle, 
and crowding fail; together with other ſignals pre- 
paratory to an engagement. At about ſeven o'clock, 
the line of battle was nearly formed ; but many of 
the officers repreſented to the Admiral, that it would 
be better to order a general chaſe, by which means 
they might ſurround the enemy in a few hours; 
however, as we had begun already to ſail forward in 
| ne of battle, he refuſed at firſt to yield to their 
advice; though he was afterwards ſo much preſſed 
and importuned, that contrary to his own opinion, 
and to that of M. du Pavillon, he ſuffered the ſignals 
for a general chaſe to be given; in conſequence of 
which the line was broken, and every ſhip chaſed 
vi all her fail. At eight o'clock, the __ | 
8 
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ceived his error, repented of having yielded to the 
advice of his TY, and: ordered the chaſe to be 
dhe line of — this required : a conſiderable time, 
as the quick ſailors of the rear had out-ſtripped 1 thoſe 
of the van; at ten 0 clock, however, the * was 
e V 


On 3 other hand, the enerny had loſt no time; but 
having formed their line of battle. early in the morn- 
"ing, they continued to move forward in that order, 

and had got conſiderably a head. Our people were at 
one time in great ſpirits, but they ſoon, ceaſed, and 

changed into a gloomy: ſilence, i in conſequence of the 

_.unſteadineſs obſerved in our MANCEUYTESs.. 'There were 

violent debates on this account. M. du Pavillon i in 

veighed bitterly againſt the adviſers, chreatened to 
throw down the teleſcope, and laid his life that, if we 
had perſevered according to the; firſt orders, the 
enemy would have been intercepted; and he was cer- 
tainly right. On the other hand, thoſe who had ad- 
viſed the chaſe,” maintained that; if we had begun 

'with that, we ſhould have ſurrounded them in two 
hours time. The Admiral being quite out of hu- 

mour at this converſation, ordered them to have 
done with it; and turning to Mr. Hamilton, one 
of the captains, hold your tongue, ſaid he, what 

aye wa to do wich it; I am forry I attended to 

; what 
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what you, and ſome others ſaid; for, as 1 have more 

chan once had occaſion to find, you know: nothing 
of che matter. Whereupon he ordered, what he 
ſhould have done before, thatno perſon ſhould be ad- 
mitted into the council room, which had become the 
place of general rendezvous, even for the ſteerſmen; 
the midſhipmen and the gardes marine e walked back- 
wards and forwards there with their hats on, in pre- 
ſence of the Admiral, each offering his . ä 
without ane ue or reſpeGt. | 

1 do not know what are the regulations i in other 

countries; but I know that in England, the command- 
er of the ſhip is the only perſon who has a right to go 
into the council room when he pleaſes ; all the other 
officers muſt wait till they are ſent for ; and neither 
the midſhipmen nor their inferiors, are ever admit- 
ted; nobody is ſuffered to give his opinion, unleſs 
| aſked; the deliberations are ſecret, the orders are 
peremptorily given out, and every perſon is reſpon- 
fible for their execution. It would be difficult to 
_ eſtabliſh this diſcipline in France, where the young 
people pretend to be the beſt informed. The 
event of this day, however, ought to ſerve as an ex- 
_ ample for ever, and ſhew of what conſequence it is, 
that the commander's orders be implicitly obeyed ; 
for which, in caſe they are faulty, he alone | is an- 
ſwerable. 


At 


Ir 19; 3; 


* 1 
ve deſeried three ſhips driven conſiderably out of 
the enemy's line, and were in hopes of taking them, 
At two o'clock, they were more than three 
leagues aſunder from their line, and almoſt oppoſite 
to the head of our line; we could very eaſily diſtin- 
guiſhthem. In the morning the Engliſh fleet con- 
fiſted of 39 ſhips, at noon we could count only 36. 
1 was one of the firſt who noticed theſe three detach- 
ed ſhips, which I continued to watch till night. 
At two o'clock, and again at three, I pointed them 
out, in hopes that they would throw out the fignals 
to ſome of the ſhips in the head of the line, or to the 
| light ſquadron, to bear down upon them; but 1 
was anſwered. that they could not yet think of break - 
ing the line, that M. de Cordova, who was in the 
rear, would be fure to catch them, and that. it was 
beſides, n e eee. 1 


I Garther marked at four . wu 
ſhips were oppoſite the rear of our line, that they 

ſuffered themſelves to be ſeparated on purpoſe, and 
though they had all their fail out, they did not make 
any way; that their manceuvres plainly ſhewed 
tbey had an intention to paſs behind us; but our 
officers ſaid that was not poſſible. Laſtly, at five 
o'clock (the wind had changed to the caſt, and then 
* to the Sock cal one of theſe three ſhips, 
which 
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which had been drzven fartlier than the two hi 
tacked: about, and failed before the wind in a north- | 
eaſt direction, and paſſed behind us fo quickly, that 
ſhe was ſoon out of ſight; the weather became 
cloudy, and the two other ſhips inſtead of keeping 
near the wind, took the advantage of the duſk of 
the evening to get off, by: ſtcering: to the South 
South-Eaſt: - Not only , myſelf, but the whole 
crew were witneſſes to the mancuvres of theſe 
_ ſhips, which were firſt rates. The Admiral was 
equally: informed of their motions; but. when he 
ſpoke about them, the officers told bird, tie might 
make himſelf eaſy, for they could not eſcapes: 
which, however, they: did completely, owing to- 

our negligence. To make matters worſe, at ſix 
o'clock M. de Cordova gave the ſignal of having 
diſcovered a fleet tothe lee ward in eonſequendce 
of which we were . to tack about, and to 

mae babe fr or B10 tal fiat | 53 
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If we had eontifives to purſue ee enemy, we 
mould have certainly overtaken them, and 
they; would: then have bad no bother refuge 
but Spichead, where we ſhould have blacked | 
them, vp, which would laue been 4 fine ſtroke for 
us : for We ſhould then have been maſters of the 
ſea, and of the Iſle of Wight; from whence. they, 
could dune eur bern * and deſtroyed. 
% "wn 
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but all our hopes were ane from che moment 
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: Aſtet 1e had oo ho cha et an 18 
we diſcovered at à diſtance a number of ſhips; 


a . Engliſh colours, as was thought; our: 


people began to make ſure of victory, as the ſhips 


. not fail of being intercepted.” Their 
irits revived;till they heard a ſalute of twenty- 


two guns, which was returned by the Spaniſh: 

Admiral. This fleet, which they had taken to 
be the Engliſh, and which had been already ſur- 
rounded, conliſted uf ſix Duteh merchantmen, 
convdyed by a ſingle frigate: and were” ſuffered: 
to proceed on thirt courſe; at the expenee of a 
falute. Every report of the guns was a death- 
blowito our expeRations,: and gave another in- 
farce of dur blunders; The whole fleet Nacken- 


ed fail, was ordered to move in three diviſions, : 


| and Scered to the Welt North N 
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55 Fromm dhe moment that the” ove left. Vine of | 


Piymouthj and that all hopes of taking this fort were 


loft; I was quite out of ſpirits and diſguſted; and 
finding that L was now of no vſt on board, and 


that my health was impaired, 1 requeſted leave 


of the Adtriral to let me take the opportunity 


of -— in the 1 W going 


* 
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back to France. He conſented, and. accordingly 

I left the Bretagne on the 3d of September; at 

fix o'clock in the evening; and the next day at 
. we apckorey in the e of Breſt. 


1 9 ſtopped 606 days at Breſt to. PRAGA, 


d'Orvilliers meſſenger get the ſtart of me in ac- 


quainting the Miniſter with the particulars of our 
proceedings, as I had been requeſted, Probably . 


he was afraid that my report would not be in his 
favour ; but from all I have ſaid, it will eaſily be 
| ſeen what opinion I had formed of this general». 

officer. Both to the Miniſters, and to every 
body elſe before whom 1 have ſpoken of him, I, 


have held the ſame language as in theſe memoirs. 


Admiral, united a degree of weakneſs, which is 
often obſerved. in great men. As he had too 
much diffidence in his abilities, he never main - 

tained with ſufficient firmneſs, his own opinion, 
though it was the beſt; nor enforced his firſt or- 
ders, though they were always judicious z he was 

* perſuaded iN * was nnn, . Wet 


The FEE 1 londod. 1 Ga. at ©ML De la 3 
| vich whom I had a good deal of converſation 
about the fleet; but 1 took care to make no re- 
8 marks * Count d'Orvilliers, which could tend 
| 9: 5 to 
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to call in queſtion his abilities, or raiſe Any 


nu about the pings Be of N meaſures: 
C IEF MEDIO of the next ay with 8 dae 
perſon, excepting. a viſit which I made in the 
afternoon. to ſome ladies, in whoſe company I 
met with ſeveral officers of the marine. In the” 
courſe of our converſation, I was aſked what ſort” 
of. accommodation I had found on ſhip-board :! 
I*replied, that 'my attendants had ſuffered a good 
deal e; and that as for myſelf, 1 expected to Hſe! 
been better off, after what Count d'Orvilliers, 
and the Minifter had told me: Tadded, that this 
was entirely owing” to "ge 1 prevented, by: 


„ had expected that my ſervants, or at leaſt my couriers, 
would have been ſuffered to eat of what came from the officers 
table ; ; but they were all of them put upon ſailors allowance ; and 
as they were not accuſtomed to live upon cheeſe and falt fiſh, they 
were nearly ſtarved. I complained of this, and was anſwered, that 
what came from the officers' table, was but Juſt enough for their 


| own ſeryants. This ſeemed to be a ſatisfactory anſwer: but I was | 


ſoon afterwards informed, that they made a trade of theſe leavings 
of the tables, and that a good meal might be had upon paying for 
it: yet, in ſpite” of this monopoly, 1 contrived that my people 
ſhould 155 a comfortable nouriſhment. 


The Sock Miert 2 Ebutslekecnte Ao required ſome little 
niceties to create an appetite, were obliged; when they were out 
of money, to ſell their allowance of proviſions to the cook, and 
amongſt one another, to procure in this ways at a N dear ANC A 
mouthful of freſh ment. Fe 
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rebates, from getting on board till after 


-all the births had been occupied: but I obſerved, 
that I had no complaints to make: againſt the 
officers on this head; nor was I over difficult, for 
I had undergone many hardſhips and difficulties 
at "ſea, for nearly two years before; but never- 
theleſs J expected to have been better off on 
board the Admiral's ſhip. Some of the cbm- 
nene, had better r than 1 . 267 


» ; 
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n hb 6/1 paid A vic to hi. le 4 Au- 
bio and to M. de Langeron ; but did not 


enter into any particular conyerſation reſpecting 


the fleet. On the 7th I left Breſt, in company 
with Captain Hamilton, who was irritated againſt 
Count d'Orvilliers, for the ſevere reprimand 
- which he had received from him on the 3 rſt of 
»Avguſt.: He ſought to be revenged in a eruel 


- manner; by ſpreading abroad unfavourable reports 
ol him, and by accuſing him as the cauſe of the 


© /'# The day I {ct out from Verſailles, M. de Sartine told me, that 
e had received a letter from Count d Orvilliers, in which he men- 
tioned, that they had fitted out a ſmall apartment for me in 

the council chamber; where he aſſured me, I ſhould be comfortably 


off. Ah apartment had, indeed, been fitted out for ay but | had 


been polled to mu again, deforeLgot ad 
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1 ſuceeſs of the expedition I remonſtrated 
with him on this point; but he felt hinten | 
much ten 8700 eee ee 7 35h 


* N Mr ; 
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In the. as: nne, this 8 of ip n wer- 
ſures, and the ardour and intrepidity which I ſhew- 
ed, had drawn upon me the attention of the 


i 


| Public, and excited enyy, I paſſed for being the 


perſon who had ſaid all that this officer had 
utteredꝭ becauſe it was not known that he was 
. come on ſnore, but it was well known that I was. 
He went on before me, and continued ta propa- 


gate the ſame reports againſt the Admiral and 


the fleet. All this was laid to my charge. I did 
not hear of theſe reports till two months after- 
warde. and I lp mention them here to excul- 


15 8 to ſhew a een deſerve ths ſevere 


- which-wero aft. n me 50 this ac 
e h 26 n 2 Gs £71371: 


* 


11 was s very near being killed about FER ae 
rfrom: Breſt, owing to the © careleſſneſs - of the 
tillions; but fockily my carriage happened to 
he the. only ſhfeter, 1 did not come off ſo well 
in going into Rennes; for one of the wheels 
being cy in * n I ordered the driyer 
1.34 E is | I to 


[aw 1 
F Gaps that I might examine it: whilſt 1 was 
7 — trying to diſengage it, he, for want 
of attending to what I was about, drove on; 


and, as 1 had not time to draw my arm away, 


it muſt have been inevitably torn to pieces, if 
f the axle - tree had not broken; by which accident 
the wheel was let looſe; but my right hand was 
badly. cruthed by che overturning « of the carriage. 
AK. happened at mid night. I was immediately 
carried to the neareſt inn, for the neceſſary aſ 
ſiſtance. The Intendant ot the province having 
heard of my accident, came at eight o'clock. in 
the morning, to offer me his ſervices; 1 thought 
myſelf. much indebted, for this attention, to a 
| magiſtrate who had no acquaintance with me. 


He brought me an invitation to dine with the 


Biſhop of Rennes; but 1 went 1 could not 
accept it, on aceount of my aceident, and there- 
fore only promiſed to make Him a call. fun 
Prelate received me with particular civility ; 3 h 

talked to me a good deal about my own. ir 
and told me, that being intimately acquainted with 
NM. de Sartine, he knew all my tranſactions. 1 
attributed this kind reception to the favourable 
opinion, which the Miniſter had given him of 
me. He, moreover, told me, that he received 
| twice a week an exact journal of the proceedings 
of the fleet; and, indeed, he appeared to me to be 
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very well/ informed .. talked to him without 
reſerve of the faults which had been committed; 
and we joined in lamenting the little advantage 7 


+ that had been derived from an expedition, which 
had raiſed ſuch great expectations. He preſſed 


me ſo ſtrongly to dine with him, that notwith- 


ſtanding my wounded hand, I thought Leoyld not 
in politeneſs refuſe him. Beſides other company, 


N were two colonels yo che Infantry, ww ® 2 
"4%. FIRST B72 5 


» This puts me in Hind! of an alia which 1 I ſhould K other- 


wiſe have mentioned. Whenever a frigate was diſpatched from 


the fleet, every body had the liberty | of ſending. letters by it; 
this gave the enemy an opportunity of coming at the knowledge 
of every thing that paſſed on board. For whilſt the fleet was 
employed upon the Spaniſn coaſt, in ſettling their line of battle, 
and in repeating the ſignals; drawings and deſcriptions of the 
whole, were received i in England, even before the plan of them 
had been diſtributed on Board each ſhip; the Avignon- Gazette 
made mention of this; at which they were ſurpriſed, though 
it was plain enough bow it -bappened; fince the perſons who 
Had the management of theſe 0 erations of the fleet, ſold for 
24 fous a ſheet, every thing that was printed on board. One 


of thefallors/baught for me a book containing à compleat and 
coloured: collection of all the ſignals, and likewiſe an account of 
all the orders of the fleet, for which he gave a louis-dor ſimilar 


copies were ſent on ſhore: if the parcels were too big to be put in 
the letter bag, they were given to the boat's crews of the frigates, 
with; directions to deliver them to ſuch and ſuch perſons at Breſt. 


By the ſame means that every ſailor was acquainted with the actual 


ſtate of the fleet, and what ſtock of proviſions there was on board; 
vot only TO but n af NOPE r 
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as. n we e : ' tended 


N ani 
tended to know the particulars reſpecting the 
tranſactions in which I had been engaged, and 


related many circumſtances, that I knew nothing 


about, and to which 1 replied only by a. ſmile, 
which they took for a mark of approbation. 
Theſe abſurdities, which I did not then take the 
trouble to contradict, were afterwards laid to my 
een at _ 


1 ſer! out from Rennes at midnight. On the 
11th I arrived at Alengon, where my hand giv- 
ing me much pain, I ſtopped ſome hours to get it 
dreffed, and alſo. to repair my carriage, which 
had been again broken. Here I received a viſit 
from Mr. Boteler, Captain' of the Ardent; to 


whom, as he was out of money, I offered my 
purſe. He took 200 pounds ſterling upon his 
word of honour; and remitted me the money 


| immediately after his return to London. I had, 
at different times, aſſiſted in this way above 60 
perſons, as well officers as merchants, whilſt they 
were priſoners in England, to enable them to re- 
turn to their country; and, I may add, to the ho- 
nour of all thoſe whom I had thus relieved, that 


they took care ro reimburſe me, on their return to 


1 Goes 
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— at nine o clock in the evening Lar- 
rived at Verſailles. The day after; I had a ſhort 
interview with M. de Sartine, hom 1 found very 
much grieved at the bad news he had received 
from Count d'Orvilliers, and at what he had col- 
"Jetted from Mr. Hamilton, who had waited upon 
him three days before me. I could not ſtay to 
enter into particulars with him, my hand being 
ſo much inflamed as to threaten a mortification, 
which obliged me to go to * whe 1 arrived 
: en, and went to bed. 


1 here confined to my bed for about a 
| month, and was in danger of loſing my hand. 
When I was able to ſit up, I heard that many falſe 
reports had been maliciouſty ſpread: againſt me, 
and that my enemies had even gone ſo far as to 
accuſe me of treachery towards government. „ 
ſoon as I was able to go out, I went to M. de Sar- 
tine, and expreſſed my uneaſineſs on this head. 
He was ſo good as to tell me that I might reſt 
perfectly eaſy reſpecting the Miniſtry's opinion 
with regard to myſelf. From that moment, there- 
fore, I paid no ſort of attention to theſe public 
reports, being perſuaded that they would ceaſe of 
themſelves, as they had no other foundation but 
dhe malevolent diſpoſition of ſome perſons who 
were jealous of my advancement, . 


In 
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Ia thee mean time, I ſtill continued to receive 
Ailpambes from England. Thoſe of my people 
there, who had expected to make large for- 
tunes, were quite vexed at the bad ſueceſs of our 
proceedings; but though they thought theyihad . 
been hitherto by no means rewarded in propor- 
tion to their trouble, yet they were not without 
hopes. They informed me, that notwithſtand- 
ing the late alarm, Plymouth was not yet put in- 
to a/ proper ſtate of defence; that they · were the 
more inattentive in this reſpect, from conclud- 
ing that France had no deſign againſt it; ſinęe 
the combined fleet had neglected to take poſſeſ- 
: ſion of it; that they had, therefore, ſent only.c one 
battalion of militia, which was quartered, in the 
town, without reinforeing the fort; ſo that the 
enterpriſe was ſtill, as - practicable as ever. As 4 
all my agents therefore ſtill remained faithful to 1 [ 
me, I thought the project ſhould! nat yet be given | | 
up; and as ſoon as I was ſufficiently recovered | i 
from my ilineſs, I ſuperintended the execution 4 
3 of ana accurate madel of this an i White . | 
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1 Fra up a plan of attack, adi par- : "= 
_ ticular directions reſpecting the preparations. 11 a 
reduced the troops that were to be embarked o l 


#960] and the number of thoſe Who were to be 
employed in taking the fort, to 400. I required 
one ſhip of the line, one — and two tranſ- 
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Ports; by means ef which Plymouth eight 
have been taken, before they had the leaſt ſuſpi- 
Cion of our deſign. As the nights were getting 
longer, it was a favourable time för the under- 
: taking. There were ſtill ſome land- forces, on 
the ſea coaſt, and our fleet had put into harbour 
for the ſeaſon; ſo that we had no preparations 
to make which could excite” ſuſpicions in Eng- 
Land, where the largeſt ſhips of che line had gone 
into dock for the winter; a circumſtance which 
rendered the enterpriſe {till more important, ſince 
*by taking Plymouth, we ſhould, at the ſame time, 
get poſſeſſion of theſe ſhips. Thid before M. de 
| Surtine the above mentioned Plan; who, after 
Having examined it, thought it 4 good one, and 
began to entertain new Wöpeg He mentioned it 
to Count de Maurepas, who feemed deſirous 
ok being made acquainted with it. Accordingly 
11 waited upon him, and he examined very atten- 
tively my model and papers. He ſtarred ſeveral 
Ne le b. which I eaſily removed. He then 
| ared to be. quite ſatisfied, and ordered me to 
| by the whole before the Miniſter for the war 
department; adding, that the ſame ſhould be af- 
!terwards taken into conſideration before the 
board of - Miniſters. Prince de Montbarey, hav- 
ing in the like manner examined my model and 
1 plan of attack, dold my that 1 it would: be neceſſary 
nn 09 ae 9959Ut 569. 0: 901 * G 3940 
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11 
to ſend for M. de B, to conſult with him up- 
on the ſubject. 1 alterwards ſbewed them to 


Count de Vergennes, Who. ſeemed to approve 


of them. When this matter was diſeuſſed before 
the board of Miniſters, oblections were made, as 


to the probability of ſucceſs; Which not being 


ſatisfactorily anſwered, the buſineſz was t turned oyer 
from one meeting to another, without. coming 10 
any determination; ſo that at the end of Decem - 


ber, it was, not yet -refolved what. meaſure ſhould 


be taken. 16 Ain {0 2954 025 * e 815 24 


M. de Sartine "gave n me expreſs. orders to ie 


Bo rs. 1 


matters going on with the ſame activity. 1,then 


* 1449841 2• 


obſerved to him, that 1 had no more money of my 
own left, having ſpent it all in the ſervice of go- 


vernment, as he had deſired. I therefore res 
queſted him to reimburſe me; he then aſked me 


for a particular ſtatement of my expences, to lay 
before the King; which I ACORN drew up, in 
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General Putnient 0 f expencts incurred on the King's, 
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Doe: to me, on the ſt of ING 1779, 47 $399G 
money which I had then n 1 
viz. 48631, 108. eee ee 116, 
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Additions to the falaries of 640l. fter- Ents 


* 1 3 
none — . 


11 46 
Erenc lune, 


| Suren, erpences at the monthly rate . 


37,368 livres, at which they had been 

fixed by M. de Sartine, i in June 17783 
r 6 montlis, from the iſt of July 
" 1779, to the iſt of January 1780, 


E If 


© viz, 93421. ſterling, © or — m— 224,208 


1 „ 


"ling per month, agreed upon, on re- 


24 


"Hewing the engagements, and amount: 
ing for '6 months to 35840l. ſterling, or 92,160 


_ Extraordinary expences on account of 


the pilots, viz. 300el. ſterling, or 72,000 
Poſting, and wages of the meſſengers f from 5 

Calais to Verſailles, for 6 months, Viz. | + 
915 8555 8d. , ſterling, or or — Uber 2, o 3 
Som total of ee eee it 55 
vill January 1780, viz. 21,1281. 168. ; 

71 e or — — —— 597,092 


'T andthe vere this account, with; a , promiſe | 
to examine it. In the mean while, as they had not 
come'toany-refolution reſpecting Plymouth, I was 
put off from day to day. M. de B=—— was con- 
ſulted, but this did not ſerve to forward the buſi- 


neſs. All this time I had kept my agents in ex- 


pectation that the enterpriſe would be ſoon under- 
taken, and they accordingly redoubled their zeal 


and excrtions.. At length, en thought govern- 
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nnn determine upon executing my plan, M. 
de Sartine told me, that they had reſolved to give 
it vp. This was a thunder-ſtroke to me, for I haa 
ventured all my fortune on this undertaking, and 
even much more, if I ſhould be obliged to fulfil all: 
my written agreements. Notwithſtanding Twas,” 
in fact, pennyleſs, the miniſter, ever ſince I had 
given in my ſtatement of expences, had ſtill kept” 
putting me off, ſaying, that it was impoſſible for 
him, under the preſent circumſtances, to pay ſuch 


a large ſum; this gs: reduced r me to the . | 
difficulties. | cy 


-" een re of the miniſters 5 
: uſeofthe meaſures which propoſed, I thought Iwonkd: 
apply to the Court of Spain, by means of their an- 
baſſador. 1 chetefore -wrote to Count d' Arranda, 
requeſting him to appoint an hour when I might 
ſee him alone, as I had an affair of conſequence to. 
ſpeak tohimupon. He accordingly appointed an hour, 
and [ waited upon him. Without ſuffering me to ex- 
plain myſelf, he immediately told me that he knew 
1 was come to ſpeak to him concerning a plan for 
raking Plymouth, which he had been already inform- 
ed of at M. de Maurepas'. I anſwered, that he, 
had indeed gueſſed right; we then entered into par- 
ticulars (he had not heard of the reſolution which 
the board of miniſters had come to) and after. he 
l full information n * W he 5 
told 
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i that he would undertake to prevail upon the 


f Court of Madrid to furniſh me with the ſhips I re- 
. quired,. and 1000 men, provided France would 


give the other 1000. He promiſed to make this 
propoſal to the miniſters two days aſterwards. I 


5 begged him, however, not to mention that he had 
ſeen me, or that I had ſpoken to him at all upon 


the ſubject. He appointed a time when I ſhould 
wait ypon. him, after his return from Verſailles. 1 | 


waited upon M. de. Sartine the ſame day, and re- 


queſted him to allow me to propoſe the Plymouth 
affair to Spain; he told me he would ſpeak about 
it, and then give me an anſwer. The next day he 
informed me, that I was expreſsly forbid-to make 
any ſuch propoſal. I found myſelf a good deal em- 
barraſſed, for I had already done ſo; I had not an 


opportunity of ſeeing Count d' Arranda to warn 


him of this; but he, nevertheleſs, took care not to 
expoſe me; for, when he went to M. de Maurepas', 
and was aſked what I had been doing at his houſe, 


ſuch'a day, at ſuch an hour? he replied, that 1 had 


come'to. him about fome affairs of mine in Spain, 


and that he had ſpoken to me concerning a plan for 
raking Plymouth, of which he had had ſome informa- 


tion about a fortnight before, and that we had talk- 
ed pretty folly upon the ſubject ; he added, that as 
far as he was able to judge, it was a very promiſing 
entefprive.” This was all fe converfation they had 


as 83 . 


mT 


reſpecting this matter. On his cements Paris, he 


ſent for me, and informed me of the particulars 
which I have juſt mentioned. I perceived from 
hence that they watched my proceedings; and after 
the injunction which had been laid upon me, I gave 


up the ſcheme of "engaging _ to IOW in this 


cause! 5 


1 . my 8 of the bad nd which I 
had met with, that I might not keep them any longer 


in a ſtate of ſuſpenſe ; this intelligence cauſed them 


much uneaſineſs. I was too much vexed at the 


thoughts of ſuch an expedition not taking place, to 


negle& any attempt to prevail upon the miniſters 
to adopt my project. I conſulted my agents and 
friends, and we agreed to try the meaſure at our 
own riſks; we conſidered how much money we could 
raiſe in England on our joint credit, and we found 
that it amounted to about four millions of French 


Hyres, taking into the account what was due to me 


from the king, together with 250,000 livres of my 
own lent out upon bonds, and the property of my 
agents. When J found I was certain of this ſum of 


money, I made an offer to the miniſter, of paying to 


the king three millions of livres in ready money, 
provided I ſhould be furniſhed with a 64 man of 
vil 2 e two tranſports, and 2000 land forces. 

| K Four 


1 


Four days were taken to examine my propoſl at 
ET ON Ine NOONE: . 


it | A a eee 8 
. to deliver up the fort to the king, after I had taken 
Ui). : poſſeſſion of it, upon having the money which I was 
to advance, returned to me; and as for the reſt I 
truſted to his Majeſty's bounty. But it was held 
| out that it did not become his Majeſty to accept of 

| ſuch offers. I cannot help thinking however, that it 

| | would be difficult to produce a greater inftance of 
i= difentereftedneſs and patrioti/m. I had been exprefily 
1 forbid from communicating, to any body, any par- 
| ticulars reſpecting, the buſineſs in which Fhad been 
* | employed. I: had attended to this injunction with 
7 great exactneſs, ſo much ſo as not to conſult with 
aan perſon, how Ee e 
difficult occaſion. 5 8 . 


= gs In hn man ale; ME-66 Sartine ordered me to 
put my papers into Count d' Eſtaing's hands. 4 
therefore waited upon him ſeveral times at Paſſy: E 
| informed him of my embarraflment in conſequence: 
of the money I had advanced; and talked to him 


" ticular account of my whole: proceedings. He re- 
pn to me chat che miniſters e perhaps be 


| 

| 

| 

| | | about my intention. of laying. before the King,a par- 

| 5 . 
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nded at fact a fiep; and that 1 od Rift of all 


try ſome other method of getting back the money. 
According I applied to Cotint de Maurepas, Who 
told me that it was M. de Sartine's bufineſs t to ſet- 
tle this tnatter, and chat he had ſpoken to him about 
it. I moreovef wrote to Coumt de Vergennes; who 
was fo good as to apply by letter to M. de Sartine in 


_ thy behalf; but, whether it was from inattention or 


defign, he ſent my letter along with his. This let- 
ter of mine might perhaps contain fone unguarded 
expreſſi ons; 1 therefore ſoon found that M. de Sar- 
tine received me with' more coolneſs; without Kow- 
ever deſtroying my expectations of being repaid. 
He told me that I was accuſed of livitig in a very ex- 
penſive ſtyle at Paris; ant of not being ſufficiently 


guarded in my converſation. I felt theſe reproaches 


the more ſenſibly; as they were without foundation, 
for I lived quite retired, and never went out to make 
vifits; 1 told him ſo; and added; that I would de- 


| fy any body to prove before him; that I had ever 
been heard to talk about the affairs of g government, | 


As he did not appear to be quite fatisfied; I took 


the liberty of writing to him; expreſſing how much 
l was grieved at finding he had altered his opinion 
of me; and withdrawn his confidence. This let- 


ter produced 4 good effect, and I had the ſatiſ- 
faction to ſee that he beg to Feat me on with 
Na ON kindneſs; 
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When 1 found chey had given up every idea of 
74 England, I deſired four of my agents, 


upon whom I could depend, to enter themſelves in 
the troops which were embarking for Gibraltar, and 
the iſland of Minorea. Before they / ſet out, I put 


into their hands ſome written directions reſpecting 
what they were to do when I came there. Some 
time after their departure, M. de Sartine ordered 


me to cruiſe off Uſhant, in one of my ſhips, for the 
| purpoſe 'of watching one of the enemy's ſquadrons, 


which meant to intercept the French veſſels in which 
M. de Rochambeau's army was to be ſent to Ame- 


rica, and to favour. the failing of theſe tranſports 


from Breſt, by bringing them immediate intelligence 
of what I might diſcover; he, at the ſame time, 
promiſed me a ſupply of money. In conſequence 
of this, I ordered my captain to get ready for failing, 


and to take on board proviſions for four months, as 


J intended, after I had left Breſt, to go to oba | 
and from thence to Minorca. . | 


'' As this new 3 8 expoſed me to 


many kinds of danger, I arranged my family-affairs, 


and making ſure of my reimburſement, I entered 
into an agreement with the Marquis of Vaines, for 


the purchaſe of an eſtate, which he wanted to part 
with, in Alſace. I had juſt before laid out 1 50, oo 
livres (which were part of the money I had lent out 


>. | upon 


T4801 
upon bonds) for the purchaſe of the land of Maſſaire, 
at St. Domingo, from the two Marſhals of Noailles. 


The remainder of the money, which IJ had lent out 


upon bonds, viz. 100,000 livres, I had diſpoſed of 


in ſupporting the expences of my correſpondence in 


England, till I ſhould be repaid by government. 


Having ſettled all theſe matters, and having about 


10 days to ſpare, before I ſet our, I took tn oppor- 
tunity of getting myſelf preſented to the King; I had 
ſtrong motives for ſo doing. I had acquired a hand- 
ſome fortune, and had neglected nothing to make my- 
ſelf uſeful, and the Miniſter had told me ſeveral times 


that his Majeſty was pleaſed with what I had done, and | 


intended to make me ſome perſonal recompenſe; I 
moreover thought, that the honour which I ſhould 
derive from being thus preſented, might alſo re- 
dound to the advantage of government, by inſpiring 
a greater degree of confidence in the perſons whom 
I ſhould employ on the King's account. I applied 
to Count de Maurepas, who told me with his uſual 
kindneſs, that I had better aſk the Duke de Fleury 
to preſent me. When I had the honour to wait 
upon this nobleman, he aſked me if I was knon to 
the miniſters, I told him I was; this was on the 
Tueſday, he told me he would preſent me on the 
Saturday following. When I informed M. de, Sar- 
tine of it, he ſaid he would wait till J had been pre- 

ſented, before he would give me his orders, 
| K 3 © "M0 


= 
J 
al 
N 
bf 
bl 
nl 
Y 
7 
4 
i 
+1 


* 


. >... 


——— — 
- —ä———ß— — ne — — 


— 


- 
* — - ay = 
AE Ee ee ——————_— ——— .. — — q 
— 3 —— Ae roy earn ——— — - * 
2 
a 


15 34 1 

Fhe day after I had been preſented, M. de Sartine 
did me the honour to ſay, that the K ing had ſpoken 
of me and mentioned that I had been preſented, 
and that his Majeſty ſeemed to be pleaſed with my 
ſervices, As I had now nothing more to detain me, 
I requeſted | him fo giye me my final inſtrutions, | but 
he wiſhed to have the King's orders for my depar- 
ture, as well as for my reimburſement. In expecta· 
tion of which, 1 was kept conſtantly g going back- | 
wards and forwards between Verſailles ang P TÞ, for ; 
W ſpace of ten days afterwards. | 


In the mean time the honour of ring -been pur 
| ſented to the King, was flattering to my vanity, and 
gave me new life.” Notwithſtanding the capriciouſ- 
neſs of my ſtars, and the obſcurity of the firſt part 
of my life, I felt within my! breaſt a conſciouſneſs of 
my noble extraction *, *, Full of ſuch notions, I 
wrote one Morning to the Duke de Coigny, requeſt. 
ing a moment's interview with him; he ſent me 
word back, that 1 might come to him immediate- 
| by, as he was juſt going out a hunting, I did not 
expect, and was not prepared for ſuch a ſudden in- 
terview; 1 bad a wy Plain c coat on, fuch as 1 always 


- BJ _ produce in a ſeparate 8 the . hereof, by 


means of which I hope to do away all the infiquations that have 


been thrown out on this ſubject, | | b 
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uſed to wear in England, and on my Journies *; 
however, I went to him inſtantly, and begged him to 


tell me what were the neceſſary qualifications' and 
forms to be admitted in the King's carriage. He ſaid, 


that it was ſufficient to procure a certificate from M. 
Cherin the genealogiſt. I returned him thanks, 


and took leave of him; and when I came to Paris, I 


went to M. Cherin, who ſaid that he had above 60 
genealogies to make out, before he could ſet about 
mine. I therefore deferred proſecuting this buſineſs till 
J had more leiſure, and, in the mean while, continued 


to prepare for my departure, which was prevented 


by circumſtances that will be mentioned farther an. 


T ill now I had 9 no other vexation, 
but that of having concerted meaſures to add to 
the glory of our arms, which ſome fatality had 
rendered uſeleſs. My own private ſpeculations 
had for the moſt. part, terminated ſucceſsfully, ſo 
that my fortune was conſiderably encreaſed; and 
although I had laid out the greateſt part of it in 
advance on the King's account; yet I did not 


look upon it as the leſs ſecure, The favours 


which I had received from his majeſty, aug- 
mented in my heart the noble ambition, to de- 


'  -* Lſhonld not have mentioned this circumſtance, if ſome of my 
enemies had not tins that I bad behaved too-caralicrly on this 


occaſion, 
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ſerve them more and more; fouturity ſcemed to 


open to me the moſt delightful proſpects ;' but I, 
was on the wee the nl misfortune. 0 


- What en was this owing to? My bann 
folicitheions, during'the ſeaſon of 1579, that the 
fleet ſhould profit from the arrangements I had 
made reſpecting Plymouth, aud the ſalutary 
counſels I had given, but which had not been 
followed, no doubt, ſerved to draw upon me the 
ill will of thoſe who oppoſed my meaſures. The 
rank and fortune to which I had ſuddenly riſen, 
could not fail to excite envy; and, as I was. too 
ſenſibly convinced by experience, envy takes 
every opportunity to depreſs its object; according- 
ly, my courage was repreſented as temerity, my. 
tranſactions, as dangerous i intrigues, my converſa- 
tions as being unguarded, my title as an vſurpation | 
upon a noble family, to which it was aſſerted, 1 
was not at all related; my being preſented to the 
King, as a ridiculous piece of vanity; and, laſtly, | 


my fortune, as the reward which I had received. 
for my e d 8 


Toung as 1 nil was, and having neyer appeared 
at Court, but on account of the buſineſs with 
which I was commiſſioned, I was ignorant of the 


arr 
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art with | Which eslumüy t is ſo active in ſpreading 
the moſt wicked infinuations ; but 1 had ſoon af- 
terwards the misfortune to experience it, in the 
following | manner, FR SEM {pol 
"0 ae ein 8 to Verfiilles, to 
folicir orders reſpecting my departure M. de Sar- 
tine, though he had been prejudiced againſt me, 
ſhewed* no ſigns of it. It was a piece of policy 
neceſſarily connected with his office, to conceal 
his ſentiments. He told me, on the iſt of April, 


1780, that he had ſettled matters, fo that I ſhould 


be paid on the Monday following, which was the 


34 inftant, and that I ſhould receive, at the ſame 
time, my final orders. On this day, the 3d of 
April, I could not find time to go to Verſailles; | 


for as Lexpectedt that I was on the point of my de- 
parture, I employed the whole of the day | in ſet= 
fling my accounts: but I went there the next day, 
at 10 o'clock in the morning; and as I entered 


the Hotel de la Guerre, ſome perſon, in whom 


ambition had not extinguiſhed every ſpark of 


humanity, pur into my hands, in a myſterious 
manner, a letter without any direction. I opened 
it as ſoon as I got into the hall, and read theſe 


words, be upon your guard, get away from 


Verſailles immediately, for you are to be arreſted 
ere to-day. ps 1 went out to ſeck this 


perlong 
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, as 1 ſuppoſed he had, through miſtake, 
given e what he intended for another, but he 
was gone. Iwent in again, and juſt ſpoke with the 
Miniſter, who told me to come again at 5 o'clock. 
in the afternoon. As I was paſſing through the 
hall to ge out, another perſon, who was quite a 
ſtranger to me, took hold of my arm and ſaid, 
« You are in danger here. This ſecond warning 
| truck, me more forcibly than the firſt ; and, there- 
fore, inſtead of going out as I had intended, I 
went back again into the Miniſter's anti-chamber, 
where there were ſeveral people, with a view to 
Wait for che ſecretary, whom I had left with M. 
de Sartine, as I thought I-ſhoyld be able to diſ- 
cover from his behaviour towards me, whether I 
Was mal the Rp intended to be arreſted. KY, 


Whilſt : = was rellecting o on theſe warnings, I I 
| heard ſome bady whiſper to the perſon that ſtood 
next him; look, there are two Exempts in diſ- 
guiſe, who are come to arreſt ſome body here,” 
I then looked about me with all that anxiety and 
attention, which were natural to a perſon in my 
ſituation, and obſerved two men who kept their 
eyes upon me. I went out to ſee if they would 
their final Ge ; "265, therefore, I proceeited. 


_ without Water fring to the Hotel 4 Modene, the 
7 | Inn 


* 


— 
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lon where I ladged. Here all 3 I appealed 
my on heart, 10 the zeal and fidelity with- 
which L had ſerved my King, and I fancied my- 
ſelf ſecure from reprehenſigns, hecauſe I knew of 
nothing with. which I. could, reproach - myſelf, 


This reflexion, or rather. this ggnſciouſneſs, ſerve. . 
to diſſipate my apprehenſians in a great degree, 
At five o'clock, being the time appointed by the 


Miniſter in the morning, I went to the Hotel 
de la Guerre. He had juſt gone into his cloſet: as 
I got to the door, I met with his ſecretary, M. 
la Croix, who was juſt coming out, and to whom L 
aid, with my uſual freedom, well, how do matters 
80 on? very well, ſaid he, with a ſmile; and 
putting his hand to his breaſt, you are always 
here, ſaid he, hut you can not ſee the Miniſter till 
between 7 and 8 o'clock ; he bid me tell vou ſo; 
i the mean time, come along with me into my 

office, and we'll have a little chat together. No, 


faid I, I am going to the play, but 1 toll: be 
| here again at the hour appointed, 


The air of ſincerity which the ſocrerary ſhewed, 
would have diſſipated my fears, if I had had any re- 
maining; but they were ſoon afterwards renewed; 
for on paſſing along the hall, I met with the ſame 
two men, who had 1 been pointed out as Exempts 
in diſguiſe, and whom I had not perceived 
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told that I was/ gonetd Verfailles,: the went away: 


| 4 1 = 
as.1- came in. When 1 had got to the cate of the 


court, I found one of my people, who was Juſt 


come from Paris, and ho put into my hands 4 
letter, which I immediately read, and which in- 


; | formed me, that in the "morning, Juſt after T was 


gone, an Exempt had come to my houſe and had 
aſked to: ſpeak with'ime; and that upon bein 


1 had not walked ten ſteps i in the ſtreet, 
a ſtranger came up to me, and gave me a letter; 
adding; * get away as faſt as. poſſible??, © I had 


| now no longer any doubt thar Las going to be 


arreſted.” When 1 got into che palace, I read 


chis note which contained the ſame kind of warn- 


ing as the former. F felt myſelf determined to 
face my misfortune, thinking it was beneath me 
to take advantage of the hints I had received, 

and to fly from the danger Which ene 
me *. I went to the Play with the determina- 
tion to return to the Miniſter at 8 0 clock, and 10 


arreſted in his own houſe. 


But, alas! this Kicks \ was far float being "i 


different to my feelings; for it would ſeparate 


me from an only child ſtill in her helpleſs infancy, 


and who was che object of my tendereſt affec- 


- (> Tet warnings feem th have vo from the miniſter: himſelf, 


Note of the tranſlator. ; 
tions; 


(141 J 
4 and when could I again erpect to ſee my 


wife, who would arrive in France, in a few days; 
and to ſhare with abs en cares and N * 
bur dear e = 


* . 4 


— N IS; 


1 i, 


Wich n my mind full of a Ys came ov ef the 
play-houſe, and went to the Hotel de 1a Guerre, and. 


in paſſing along the court, I perceived on each ſide 
of me, ſome people who kept cloſe to my heels, fo 


that by the time I got to M. de Sartine s, I was ſur- 
rounded by them; however, I reached his cloſer 
without oppoſition. One of his valets de- chambre 


told me, I could not ſee him; I anſwered in a firm 
tone of voice, that I had ſomething new and! impor- 
tant to ſay to the Miniſter, and he muſt ſhow me in. 
The ſervant had not, perhaps, received orders ſtrict 
enough to refuſe me, when I inſiſted ſo ſtrongly ; ; 
accordingly he opened the door, and ſhewed me in. 


M. de Sartine aſked me what was the urging buſineſs 
I had to ſpeak to him upon. Sir, ſaid I, I am come 


to know why you have given orders to have me ar- 
reſted. Who told you that I had, ſaid he, ſurprized 


at this abruptneſs? I am perfectly well informed of 
it, I replied. He then confeſſed it was true, adding, 
that he had been commanded to do ſo by the king, 


as I had been accuſed of treachery to the ſtate. In 
bearing this log, I own I could hardly con- 


"tain 


* ͤ 


dein eſa but the agitation 1 was ih ivas the ef: 


Fw ! 


ſect of innocence, The miniſter perceived that! 


Vas very far from wiſhing to behave diſreſpectfully to 


him, he was ſo good as to deſire me to ſit down and 


dcompoſe myſelf. He ſpoke to me about my birth; 
vhich was ſuſpected to he different from what I had 


given it out to be. I obſerved; that if ſome of the 
parties immediately concerned, or government, 


had any thing to ſay againſt me on this account, it 


was a matter which ought to be referred t to the courts - 
of juſtice, T he Miniſter agreed to the propriety of 


| this remark; and even added; that the matter to be 
determined at preſent; was not, who had: ferved the 


king, but whether the king had been well ſerved; 
T his converſation gave me time to compoſe myſelf; | 


NMI. de Sartine aſked me if I was difpoſed to ſuffer my 


ſelf to be arreſted without making any reſiſtance; an- 
ſwered I was, upon which he rang the bell; and ther 


one of the guards of the prevore came in; and arreſted 
me in the kings name. The minifte was kind enough 


to ſay to me on parting; that he hoped 1 ſhould clear 
up my conduit, and have arn ple hafte done ine. 


— 


There was a carriage waiting for mie àt the gate; 


| which I ſtepped into along with three guards. They 
drove to my houſe at Paris, where we arrivedat two 


o'clock in the morning; 1 found two officers 6f 
the police there, with a great many people all my 
| "_ 


| ws. 1 
papers were packed up and ſealed, and ſent with me 
to the Baſtile; where I entered on the gth'of April, at 


about four o'clock in the morning. My people 


'were arreſted the ſame night; both my ſecretary, 
and my daughter's nurſe, were confined in the Baſ- 
tile. My little girl, who was but four years old, 


was ill, ſhe was left in the hands of the guards, who 


| continued in my houſe for about a month; and 1 
had afterwards the misfortune to loſe her. TS ke 


It may be eaſily ſuppoſed, that during this con- 
finement, the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny was matte concerning 
my conduct. From the treatment which I experi- 
enced in this ſituation, I had reaſon to believe, that 
their prejudices againſt me had been carried to the 
greateſt length. I forbear to enter into particulars, 
not becauſe I have promiſed to be filent reſpecting 
them, but from a ſpirit of moderation. After all, 
the reſult of their ſtrict enquiries, for the ſpace of 14 
months, has only been, that my innocence proved to 
be equal to my fortitude, and that, though I was 
treated as a perſon ſuſpected of treachery to govern= 


ment, I had in my poſſeſſion, numerous proofs of 


having always acted with the greateſt fidelity. 


onthe xgth of May, 1781, at two o' clock in 
| the afternoon, 1 was at lengrh releaſed from the 


_ Bullies but while the injuries which I had ſuf- 


fered 
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fered, were not redreſſed, this only ſerve So 
. expoſe, my | humiliation. | I walked to my own 


houſe, with a melancholy. countenance, and a 


heavy heart, like one who is apprehenſive of 
finding new ſubjects of grief at home. As ſoon 


as [ {got there, [ was informed that my child, 
whom I loved ſo tenderly, had been dead ſix 


days. I found my family affairs in the greateſt 
diſorder. During my confinement, my. creditors 
had taken the alarm, and had brought actions at 


law for the payment of what was owing them. 
My horſes were, therefore, ſold, and all my 
moveables and plate were pledged, to fatisfy their 


demands. My wife, who had come to Paris, 


three months after my confinement, had, during 
this interval, applied in vain to the Miniſter for 
aſſiſtance. M. de Sartine made ſome pro- 
miſes; but did not continue long enough in 
office to fulfil them. The Marquis de Caſtries 
ſucceeded him, and my wife applied to him 
for ſome money on my account. He wrote her 


a letter, dated the iſt of N N in _ 


following terms: N 
ee 

« If you will come to Verſailles on Saturday, 

between four and five o'clock, I ſhall be happy 

to receive in. 6 With regard to che money which 

you 


[ 145 1 

you wiſh me to advance on your huſband's ac- 
count, I cannot ſupply you with any, till it ſhall 
be proved to me that the marine department 
is in M. de Parades's debt; and until I ſhall, 
beſides, be acquainted with the ſum total of 
what is due to him. I find no documents of 
this in the offices; and I think you ſhould apply 
to M. de Sartine, by whoſe orders M. de Parades 
advanced the money which you claim. As ſoon 

as you ſhall put into my hands the neceſſary 
vouchers, I will do all in my power to redreſs 
your WOO: 1 have the honour to be, &c. 


N | "SOOTHING. 


" Furniſhed with this letter, my wit ag upon 
M. de Sartine, who, at the ſame time that he 
acknowledged the juſtice of my claims, told her, 
that he was no longer qualified to ſettle my ac- 

counts, and that he muſt have the ſanction of the | 
| Miniſter 1 in 8 85 before oe could 001 ie 


Matters were in this ſtate, at the time! was 
releaſed; government owed me a very large ſum, 
and I had neither money nor credit. In this 
critical ſituation, honour, as well as neceſſity, de- 
termined me to take every ſtep that was likely 
to lead to my reimburſement. When I was put 
in me Baſtile, the world had ſeen me in a ſtate 
| Ko. of 
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| „ © 
of opulence; but ſince. I was releaſed, they ſaw 
me reduced to want. The calumniators who had 
cauſed my impriſonment, now pretended, that I 
had been obliged to ſacrifice my fortune, to re- 
gain my liberty, and that, conſequently, it muſt 
have been diſhonourably acquired. For . theſe 
- reaſons, immediately after my releaſe, I waited 
upon the Marquis de Caſtries, to requeſt him 
to, authoriſe M. de Sartine to ſettle my ac- 
counts. | 8 | | 3 , 


If I have not hitherto been able to obtain a 
reimburſement by any means I have had in my 
power, I can only lay it to the charge of a very 
active war, which engroſſed the Miniſter's whole 
attention, and prevented him from making any 
uſe of the treaſury money, except for the current 
expences. But the honourable peace which we 
have now obtained, flatters me that I ſhall receive 
that juſtice, which I have reaſon to expe& from 
2 Prince, who is fo diſtinguiſhed for this virtue, 
and from Miniſters who are ſo well qualified to 
fulfil his intentions. I therefore earneſtly intreat, 
that government may take the neceſſary ſteps for 
ſettling my accounts; and leſt my. enemies 
ſhould thwart ſuch good intentions, I ſhall now 
_ endeavour to arm Miniſtry againſt inſinuations 
that may be made to my prejudice, 


Perhaps, 


L 147 1 
Perhaps, i it may be ſaid, it is not poſble to 


| ſettle an account, which is eg by no 
nn BR 


0 this I reply, that, unfortunately, the nature 
of my commiſſion did not allow me to tranſa& 
matters in writing, nor to ſend any account of 
them to the offices, as ſucceſs depended entirely 
upon ſecrecy. But; how can there be any doubt 
that I really advanced ſuch ſums. M. de Sartine 
can atteſt what I aſſert; he had every proof, and 
ſo much was he convinced, that in order to put 
a ſtop to the proſecutions commenced againſt 
me, by Meſſ. Girardot and Haller, bankers, for the 
ſum of $0,000 livres; he promiſed to pay them 
the money, out of what was due to me from the 
King. M. de Sartine is the only perſon who 
is acquainted with all my proceedings, which I 
was obliged to communicate to him by word of 
mouth. Hence I made more than twenty jour- 
nies backwards and forwards, from ' Verſailles 
to England. He has all along known what 
falaries I gave, by his orders, to the agents in 
England: and is not the following note, written 
in his own hand upon the back of a letter, which 
I fent him from the Baſtile, a moſt convincing | 
proof ? 


: Es « M. de 


R 


Miniſter's deſire? 


F x48: "0 


M. de Sartine requeſts M. Lenoir to convey 


| this letter to M. de Parades, and to deſire him 
to explain that part of it which relates to Mi- 


norca, and to tell him alſo to order hoy ſalaries in 
fend to be Hopped from een 


Ir] is Lain, 8 on: there were current ex- 


pences kept up in England on the King's ac- 


count; and who defrayed them? Why, I did, in 
compliance with the Miniſter's orders, and . 
promiſe of Adin reimburſed by the . 


Will ir be held out that as government did 


not derive any advantage. from the _—y thus 
laid out, I ought to loſe it? 


" were not ono incurred at the 
Did it depend upon me to 
make them turn out more ſucceſsful? Did not 
I carry my zeal to ſuch a pitch, as to become im- 


portunate? Ah! I am ſure, rather than have 
received payment of the money, 1 ſhould have 


been happy to have ſeen government profit 


from the plans which had coſt me ſo much 


trouble: the glory of having paved the way to 


ſucceſs, would have been the moſt: a re- 
compenſe. 


Setting 


| L 149 ] 
Setting aſide the money which I. claim from 
the King, will my enemies ſay, that my preſent 
fortune is greater than it was at the time I was 


firſt employed upon my commiſſion, and that 
| eee is ee quits with me? | 


Although 2 buſineſs on which I was employ- 
ed, gave me opportunities of making my fortune, 
yet it was not the immediate cauſe of it. I was 
ſent to England, in the ſervice of the King; yet 

I was allowed to make private ſpeculations, which 
turned out ſucceſsful. I was the ſecret com- 
mander of an Engliſh crew, and had nothing to 
fear from the enemy, as long as my agents con- 
tinued faithful, and could thus ſafely carry on 
trade in the midſt of hoſtilities The Miniſter 
knew theſe circumſtances at the time; but knew 
that, while I attended to my own affairs, I did 
not neglect thoſe of the King. The former were 
at my own riſk, the latter at that of government, 
The Miniſter would have diſgraced the dignity 
of his office, and the majeſty of the prince, if he 
had made this fingular propoſal to me, that I 
thould employ in the ſervice of the King, with- 
out receiving any return, all the profits I ſhould 
gain by my own private ſpeculations. 


L 3 Should 


U 

| Should it be remarked, that the King has 
granted me the rank of Colonel, and three pen- 
ſions, . one of zooo livres, from the marine de- 
partment, math of 3000 livres from the de- 
partment for foreign affairs, and a third of 10% 
livres from the war department (in all 6661. 138. 4d. 
ſterling). J anſwer, that the above rank and pen- 
ſions, are undoubted iy very honourable recompenſes 
for my trouble, and that my ambition would have 
been completely ſatisfied, if, as T had been pro- 


miſed, they had been accompanied with the eroſs 


of St. Louis. But do not let us confound 
things; what I lay claim to, is nat the reward 
of my trouble and riſks, but only the reimburſe- 
ment of the money I had advanced from my 
own perſonal property, on the King's account. 
The love, the loyalty, and obedience of his ſub- 
jects, conſtitute a part of the King's rights; but 


0 their . to thenifelves, | 


1 have PIER in what manner I advanced 
money for his Majeſty's ſervice, and I have ſub- 
joined a general ſtatement of the ſums at the end 

of theſe memoirs. I now intreat the Miniſter to 
ger the whole of it ſettled. M. de Sattine, I re- 
peat it again, is capable of clearing up my pre- 

1 N tenſions, 


1338111 
tenſions, for 1 acted conforinably to his orders. 
I earneſtly ſue for juſtice, becaufe it will ſilence 
the voice of calumny which has raged fo long 
againſt me, and, at the ſame time, enable me to 
repair the deranged tate of my fortune. I there- 
fore flatter myſelf that government, now con- 
vinced of my innocence, will make me amends 
for the wrongs it did me, by giving way to injurious 
ſuſpicions, and by impriſoning me 14 months in 
the Baſt'!e, But I ſhall wait with the moſt hum- 
ble ſubmiſſion ; and in whatever way govern- 
ment ſhall think fit to reimburſe me, whether 
by life-annuities, or by a grant of land, or in 


ready money, my whole life ſhall be till de- 


voted to my King, and my prayers ſhall be as fer- 


vent as ever for the long continuance of a reign, 


which promiſes /o much glory, wiſdom, benevolence, 
and proſperity *. 


* Theſe expreſſions are excuſable; a perſon to whom, in 1782, 
above half a million of livres was lawfully-due, could only ſolicit 
payment on his knees. Our readers will regret that theſe me- 

mon Tag not been written in 1789. 
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General recapitulation of expences fixed by the M. 
niſter, and of monies d on the Kin g's J ac- 
account. | . 


* 
C L 


ny " French liores. 
Expences' incurred during the three firſt 5 
Journies in England, including the 22 


ſums of money advanced to the ae 
rent agents, when the agreements were 
made; all which were conſented to 1 
the time, by M. de Sartine, N. 15 
27081. 6s. 8d. ſterling of” 65,000 i 
Purchaſe! of my firſt ſhip of 14 guns, Ot 
th viz. 3 500l. ſterling, or — $4,000 
The current expences, according to the i 
Miniſter's firſt calculation, amounted 
to 12571. ſterling per month ; there  - .- 
was an addition of 3ool. ſterling the 
following month, which raiſed them 
to 15571. ſterling, or 37,368 livres; 
... amounting in the whole at this rate for 
13 months, viz. from the 1ſt of June 
1778, to the iſt of July, 1779, to f 
20,2411. ſterling, or — 425.784 
Salaries and poſting expences of two meſ- 
| ſengers from Calais, to Paris and Breſt, 
amounting, for the ſame ſpace of time, 


to 2791. 38. 44. ſterling, or 6700 


U 153 * | 


— 


French Ivres. . 


bool. 1 ftcrling 1 laſt on board my firſt ſhip, 
at the time ſhe was wrecked, or 


Purchaſe of my ſecond hip, VIZ, 2 , 2,5091;- 


ſterling, or — * 


To two horſes killed, and one injured by 
the een, viz. 831. 6s. 8d. 
ſterling, or — — — 

Robbery committed upon one of the 
meſſengers, as he was carrying the 


money to pay an agent, viz. 60l. 


-  Rerling, or — — — 
Diſtributed amongſt my crew at Breſt, Ge 


their good behaviour, at the time we 


fell in with the French veſſels off 
Uſhant, $00l. ſterling, or — 
Paid to a pretended ftate-meſſenger i in 
England, 1000l. ſterling, or 
Purchaſe of the a privateer of 14 

guns, VIZ. 1, 200l. ſterling, or 
Extraordinary expences on M. de 

B 's account, viz. 2000l. ſterling, 


All the agreements were renewed for a 


year in June 1779, with an addition of 


6401, ſterling per month, which, in- 


14,400 


60, oo0 


2,000 
1,440 


19,200 


24, 000 


28,400 


48, | 


ſtead of 15571. ſterling, raiſed the ex- 


pences 
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The filth total of expences to the firſt « 


1 

| 1 
pences to 21971, feeling, amounting 
at this rate for a year, to 26,3641. ſter- 


ng, or — — R 
Paid to the Engliſn pilots, 3oool, ſter- | 
ling, or, _ — | 72 ,000 


July, 1780, would, if the terms of the 
agreements had been fulfilled, have 
amounted to 64, 31 gl. 3s. 4d. ſterling, 
or, — — 1,543,660 


But I muſt remark that I did not really 


pay the current expences, beyond the 
firſt of February, 1780, ſo that there is 
to be deducted from the above ſum, 
what was unpaid, for the remaining five 
months, viz. 10,9851. ſterling, or 263,640 
(from which, however, is to be deducted 
the money which my agents got by ſel- 
ling my two ſhips, whilft I was confin- 
ed in the Baſtile, and which they divided 
amongſt themſelves) 
The whole, therefore, of the money ac- 
tually paid by me, amounts to 5 3,334l. 
38. 4d. ſterling, or  — 1,280,020 
5 | os 


1 = 

. | 5 French Livres. 
And, as the ſum total of what I had re- 
ceived from government, amounts on- 


ly to 28, 8 fol. ſterling, or — 692, 400 


There remains due to me, for money ad- 
vanced, the ſum of 24,4841. 3s. 4d. | 
ſterling, or — — 587,620 
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